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CLUB NIGHT IS NOW EVERY THURSDAY 

******                at              ****** 
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HOT FOOD SERVED UNTIL 10.00 PM 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Sept/ Oct /Nov /Dec 2011 

3rd 

November 

Partner‘s 

Club Night 

20:30 PARTNERS EVENING — Details TBA, but it‘ll be a 

good one…  

5th  

November 

Rally All 

Day 

TEMPEST STAGES - The annual return to the forests 

around Aldershot and Farnborough, with a decent 

number of entries from the club, and the usual large 

number of members out helping, it's one not to be 

missed! 
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10th  

November 

Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN 

17th  

November 

Club Night 20.30 VIDEO / DVD EVENING. A chance to catch up on 

the motorsport scene. 

20th  

November 

Rally Early CARFAX STAGES - A new venue for this Oxford 

MC run event, with RAF Benson taking the place of 

Longcross. See later in the mag for details. 

20th 

November 

Rally Early TAMDOWN SNETTERTON STAGES - You wait all 

year for a ‘local‘ single venue rally, then two come 

along on the same day! The first rally at Snetterton 

for many a year.  See later in the mag for details. 

24th 

November 

Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN 

1st 

December 

Partner‘s 

Club Night 

12:00 PARTNERS EVENING — What will it be tonight? 

Check out the website and see... 

8th 

December 

Club Night 20.30 PRE RALLY NATTER AND NOGGIN - Come down 

and find out all the last minute info! 

11-12th 

December 

Rally Early ROCKINGHAM STAGES — Our premier event of 

the year. Will it be another ‗interesting‘ one thanks 

to the weather?? Help is always needed on the day 

and further details are later in the mag   

15th 

December 

Club Night 20.30 CHRISTMAS BUFFET - John Gibson has arranged 

our first Christmas Buffet at our new home. Tickets 

are only £5 in advance, so don‘t forget to let either 

John or Tony know how many tickets you need! 

22nd 

December 

Club Night 20.30 PRE CHRISTMAS NATTER AND NOGGIN 

29th  

December 

  MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR - 

No club night tonight, see you on 5th January 

What do you Want ? 
Don‘t forget, this is your Club so if 
you have any particular activity you 
would like included on a Club Night, 

or a visit somewhere, please let one 
of the Event Co-ordinators know—
see the back of the mag for details. 
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W H A T ‘ S   O N  ?  

 OCTOBER    

22ND 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY 

AC HUNTERS NIGHT TRIAL (E) MIDDX 

22/23rd  Rally Espagne (I) WRC 

22/23rd Weston-Super-Mare MC Regency Stages (B)  

23rd  Cheviot Keith Knox Rally (B) Tar 

28/30th Rally Isle of Man Ltd Rally Isle of Man (I/A) BHRC/BRC 

29th Chelmsford MC EACS Endurance Road Rally, Suffolk (B)  

30th  Indian Grand Prix (I) WC 

 NOVEMBER    

3/6th  Cyprus Rally (I) IRC 

5th SCMC / FDMC JLT Tempest Rally (B) 
ACSMC/205/ 
Eng 

5th  Glyn Memorial Stages, Ty Croes (B) WAMC(T) 

11/13th  Condroz/Huy Rally (I) Belg 

11/13th IMS Ltd Wales Rally GB (I) WRC 

13th  Abu Dhabi Grand Prix (I) WC 

19th Dukeries MC Premier Stages Rally (B)  

20th 
Green Belt MC/ 
Wickford AC Tamdown Snetterton Stages (B)  

20th Oxford MC Carfax Stages, RAF Benson (B)  

26th Bexley Light CC 
Artificial Lawn Co Winter Stages, 
Goodwood (B)  

27th  Brazilian Grand Prix, Interlagos (I) WC 

 DECEMBER    

2/5th 
Roger Albert Clark MC 
Ltd Roger Albert Clark Rally (A)  

3/4th Chelmsford MC Preston Road Rally (B)  

10/11th 

MIDDX CAC /  
Thame MSC ROCKINGHAM STAGES 2011 (B) 

AEMC/RAF/ 
MIDDX 

27th Northallerton CC Christmas Stages, Croft (B)  

28th Sutton & Cheam MC Longmoor Logo Stages (2WD only) (B)  
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Ed’s Bit…. 
What a difference a week has made. 
Originally I was going to say how 
great the Ace Café night was (and it 
was), how daft it is that we have two 
big single venue rallies on the same 
day in the South East (I‘m doing 
Snett, good luck everyone else doing 
Benson) and to moan about the lack 
of articles that has led to this issue 
now covering 1/3 of the year (and I 
really do need your articles, otherwise 
we have no mag...), but recent events 
have rather overshadowed the world 
of motorsport, and I felt it was time to 
say my piece. 
 
The deaths of Dan Wheldon and 
Marco Simoncelli, whilst both random 
and not related to our own forms of 
motorsport, should bring the whole 
safety discussion back to the forefront 
of our minds. And that‘s no bad thing. 
 
I know none of us cut corners on 
safety, but I refuse to believe that 
there isn‘t plenty more that we can do 
to help protect us if things do go 
wrong. When was the list time you 
checked your seats to make sure the 
mounting bolts were still tight? How 
often do you check that the seat belt 
eyes are still solidly mounted to the 
floor or cage and that there are no 
hidden cuts or nicks in the belts? How 
many times have you chucked your 
helmet in the back of the car, bounc-
ing it off the cage on it‘s way to the 
net? Are you sure you haven‘t dam-
aged it with these constant knocks? 

Small things, but surely worth taking 
the time to check. Talking of helmets, 
does that old thing you‘ve been using 
for years need replacing? If so, how 
about making sure the new one has 
HANS posts – that way, if you find a 
‗buddy‘ who doesn‘t do the same 
events, you can go halves on a 
HANS device. It‘s not mandatory 
(yet) but for less than a couple of 
hundred pounds each you have ac-
cess to the most important step for-
ward in personal safety for decades. 
 
I‘m not talking about spending money 
on new kit for the sake of it, but just 
be sensible and spend money wisely.  
I know that we don‘t do 220mph 
round an oval or race 200+bhp     
superbikes, but we can still have a 
‗big one‘ and surely we need to make 
sure that we‘ve done as much as we 
can to protect ourselves don‘t we? 
 
Anyhow, enough of that.  
 
R.I.P. Dan and Marco, and lets hope 
that theirs are the last fatalities for 
many, many  years, but more im-
portantly, let‘s make sure that we‘re 
all as safe as we can be out there as 
we move into 2012…. 
 
Chris 

Contributions and/or pictures for inclu-

sion in future issues of the magazine 

should be submitted to Chris Keys at 

chrisk@mcac.co.uk The closing date 

for the next  is 15th December. 
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We have had a busy couple of 
months, mainly thanks to Guy and the 
new Council. The Simply Sideways 
AutoSOLO at Bovingdon in August 
attracted around 25 competitors, main-
ly new Club members, and looks likely 
to become a regular feature. Our Mo-
torsport Evening at The Ace Café was 
also well supported with around 30 
cars on display and many ‗older‘ mem-
bers attending for the evening. The 
Ace Café were pleased with our at-
tendance and have offered us another 
date for next year, Saturday 21

st
 July, 

so make a note in your new diaries 
NOW and be sure to attend. 
 

The following day, Pete and Max or-
ganised the Foto Jen IC Fun Run and 
BBQ and, despite early panics about 
the number of entries, 8 crews met in 
the rain at Pinkneys Green. Because 
of the weather and as Pete had to buy 
the food, which would be wasted if it 
rained, it was decided to forgo the 
BBQ and meet at a pub after the finish 
instead. As it turned out, the rain 
cleared and it was a lovely afternoon! 
Thanks to John and Chris for sorting 
out the alternative venue. 
 

Despite the excellent value, no-one 
took up the offer of the marshalling trip 
to Flanders, although Guy/Kim, Pat/
Tom and Graham/myself did make the 
trip to compete, Guy/Kim finishing 10

th
 

overall, 2
nd

 MSA and 1
st
 in Class. 

Darren and Kevin manned the stand at 
the Castle Combe Rally Day and, de-

spite the poor weather, enjoyed the 
day and reported some interest in 
the Club, while Pete, Brian and I 
attended the LJMC Moor Park 
10km Run the following weekend in 
some glorious late summer sun-
shine. It was mainly a PR exercise 
but we did draw a small crowd to 
watch the Grand Prix! 
 

Looking to the future, unfortunately 
we are unable to have our usual 
Firework display this year (UCC 
require us to have insurance for the 
fireworks, which would cost over 
£100), so the next major event is 
the Rockingham Stages on 10/11

th
 

December. As always, we need 
help with the event, particularly the 
set-up on Friday afternoon/
Saturday morning and the clear-up 
on Sunday evening. Free B&B ac-
commodation has been arranged at 
a local scout centre for all marshals 
who assist on both days of the 
event (bring pillows and a sleeping 
bag). If you can assist at the event 
please contact the Chief Marshal, 
Wayne Reed, on 02392 389732 or 
email 
marshals@rockinghamstages.co.uk  
to offer your assistance. 
 

Our next major social event will be 
the Christmas Buffet, which will be 
at Uxbridge Cricket Club on Thurs-
day 15

th
 December. The buffet will 

only cost £5.00 each as the Club 
will again, as usual, subsidised the 

C h a i r m a n ‘ s   C h a t 

mailto:marshals@rockinghamstages.co.uk
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cost of the evening. We are currently 
looking at various alternatives for the 
Annual Dinner, hopefully to be on 
Saturday 28

th
 January, and will ad-

vise details in the next issue. 
 

On the competition side, Graham and 
I spent almost 3 minutes in a ditch on 
Flanders and so finished down the 
order but had much better luck on the 
recent East Belgian Rally, finishing 
6

th
 Historic and 1

st
 in Class. Our last 

event should have been the Condroz 
Rally but due to a change of date we 
cannot now compete on that as Gra-
ham will be in Canada. Instead, I 
have been persuaded to sit in with 

Martin Lush for the Tempest, while 
Guy will ride shotgun for Graham! It 
looks like there will be 4 or 5 MCAC 
crews out on that event – almost as 
many as when we were one of the 
organising clubs! 
 

Happy motoring – hope to see you 
at Rockingham, the Christmas Buffet 
and the Annual Dinner. 
 

As it is likely this will be the last 
magazine before Christmas, MER-
RY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR. 
 
Tony 

DON’T FORGET YOUR  

TICKETS FOR THE  

CHRISTMAS BUFFET 
AT UXBRIDGE CRICKET CLUB 

ON THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER 

TICKETS ONLY £5 EACH! 

FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO BOOK 

CONTACT TONY PHILLIPS OR  

JOHN GIBSON  



 

Number: 299 Page 7 

Well what a year it‘s been.  Firstly I 
was at Goodwood at the start of the 
year with Kev Boyle who kindly of-
fered me a seat for the day.  It was an 
interesting run made all the more fun 
while I tried to decide a definition be-
tween ‗fast‘ and ‗flat‘.  After a bit of a 
disappearance across the grass we 
went with the simple plan of if I said 
flat Kev didn‘t listen.  Sadly the day 
ended with a valve failure midway 
through and we called it a day. 
 

Started 1 Finished 0  
(the score is important) 
 

Next was Smeatharpe with Richard. 
This was a new venue for us so it 
was very exciting plus we also had 
the new camera to try out which gave 
me something to fiddle with and kept 
me away from the important things – 
like the engine!  Another good day 
came to an end on Stage 3 when we 
had a slight off into the field, a large 
stone came through the gap between 
the engine and the sump guard 
knocking the dry sump belt off and 
also taking out the oil warning light 
lead resulting in us cooking the en-
gine slightly before we stopped. Cred-
it to the engine we went about a mile 
flat out before it started to call it a 
day. Another day over and a long trip 
home. 
 

Started 2 Finished 0. 
 

Right third time lucky so off to Caer-

went with Les Skeet. Les had just 
bought Steve Leonards 2 litre JRE 
engine which had about 280 BHP and 
stuck it in the worlds lightest Fiesta 
and we were going to throw it around 
Caerwent where the kerbs bite hard! 
Caerwent is a brilliant venue I must 
admit, one of the best I‘d ever done 
and we had a great time testing the 
car out on stage 1, apparently the 
time control could here us laughing 
our heads off before we even hit the 
stop beam.  However rallying should 
be taken a little more serious so 
stage 2 we set off with the intention of 
pulling in a win and boy did we set 
off. I‘m sure the pedal ended up glued 
to the floor because we never 
seemed to slow down, to the point 
where Les was even telling himself to 
slow down as we took off over a 
bridge.  Now I don‘t normally get 
nervous but that had me just slightly 
worried, and that worry was to prove 
a bit well founded, as we came 
around a 45 right the back end 
stepped out, hit a kerb and the rear 
nearside wheel shattered, (at this 
point the spectators lost sight of us 
behind an ammo bunker) as the 
speed carried us on as passengers 
the front nearside shattered on anoth-
er kerb and we started to barrel roll 
across the grass (it was as we were 
upside down in mid air that we re-
appeared to the spectators including 
Les‘s wife) After a couple more rolls 
we finally stopped on what was left of 
the wheels and eventually I struggled 

My Years Rallying 



 

out in need of a cigarette while Les 
calmly drank his Ribena. 
 
Started 3 Finished 0 – 1 car de-
stroyed! 
 

After another trip to x-ray at the hos-
pital and a few more trips to the spe-
cialists (I had compression of the 
spine for a couple of vertebrae which 
I‘m sure happened when Les slapped 
me on the back) I finally had permis-
sion from the doctor and more im-
portantly Kiran to get back in the car 
and off we went to Down Ampney 
with les having transferred the engine 
from the fiesta in to a slightly heavier 
Peugeot 205.  This thing went like 
s**t off a shovel and once again we 
were laughing our heads off until the 
car refused to start. We initially 
thought it was a flat battery and so 
after a push start we drove to the 
start of Stage 5.  half way round les 
stalled it in the hairpin and after a 
quick debate I jumped out to round up 
a couple of marshals to help jump 
start the car… it seems though Les 
had a lapse of memory as once it 
started he was off with me sprinting 
down the stage after him!   
 
Started 4 finished 0 
 

Now next I think was the Middlewick 
with Kev Boyle.  There is very little I 
can say about this one as we broke a 
half shaft on the start line of stage 1. 
by the time we had it fixed we had 
time for a play on a couple of stages 
and then home. 
 
Started 5 finished 0 
 

TSH Stages was the next with Les 
and we were back out in the Peugeot.  
This is a great rally but never a good 
idea for Les and I as we both have a 
few too many the Friday Night and 
the Saturday Night (its all Dutch cour-
age).  The rally went great through 
Saturday and half of Sunday before 
the engine started making some hor-
rible noises and an early finish was 
called with a return to the bar. 
 
Started 6 finished 0 
 

Neal Cuss was next up to take out 
the person who was starting to be 
known as Jonah.  He was confident 
he could break the curse and so off to 
the MIRA we went. It was a great day 
out with some interesting sections 
and some even more interesting 
notes being called by me as I got 
used to certain sections which 
caused quite a bit of hilarity in the car. 
We had a couple of moments but it 
was great fun and……. We finished! 
 

Started 7 finished 1 
 

So back to Down Ampney I went with 
Les to try again. The original sugges-
tion was to go slow and steady; three 
seconds of the line that was amended 
to flat out and have a laugh.  Down 
Ampney is another great venue that 
has a knack for catching u out if 
you‘re not careful but this time we 
had it sussed and we breezed home 
to a nice top ten finish. 
 
Started 8 finished 2. 
 

The Car-nival was our next outing.  
As it was also Les‘s 50

th
 there was 

one hell of a party but sadly the 



 

weather didn‘t want to co-operate.  
Saturday was wet but Sunday….. that 
was madness. Torrential rain all day 
was leaving lakes on the stages and 
by the afternoon we had seen Dick 
Mauger destroy the front of his bor-
rowed WRC car, an Audi launch over 
one of the banks and land on its roof 
as well as Paul Diamond having a big 
off through some stage furniture.  The 
final straw was when we were aqua-
planing down the runway at just over 
100 mph with a full set of wets on.  
That was enough for both of us and 
we decided to go home and live to 
fight another day 
 
Started 9 finished 2 
 

Rally 9 was the Richard Burns after a 
last minute call from Theresa Fossey 
saw me co-driving for Ryan Jen-
kinson in the Formula 1000.  Now I 
didn‘t think there could be much fun 
sat in a Micra but boy was I wrong.  
At 17 Ryan is an exceptional driver 
and although the straights weren‘t 
much fun the complicated stuff was 
very interesting.  Two days out with 
only 1 bale and a 50 gallon drum hit 
saw us finish top of his class and 
even a bit of silverware to take home. 
 
Started 10 finished 3 
 

A bit of a break then and it was the 
club night at the ACE Café followed 
by the photo-genic which once again 
was great fun albeit a bit of a wet 
start. 
 

Rallly 10 has just gone with a trip to 
Woodbridge to sit with Ryan again.  
Woodbridge and I don‘t see eye to 

eye – 500m from the start line and 
we‘d bust the throttle cable.  A bit of 
rigging and we managed to limp 
home to fix the problem so we could 
have a bit of a better play. The rest of 
the day went very well until we got a 
puncture on the last stage.  Now I will 
admit I wasn‘t overly impressed with 
the new parts that were being used 
as it was only a couple of stages be-
fore the roads were ripping apart and 
large pot holes were appearing, by 
the end of the day these were craters. 
Some might think this is bad eggs on 
my part but I think its justified by the 
fact I saw at least 8 cars come in with 
punctures on the last stage, and I 
have no need for bad eggs as we 
won our class (admittedly we were 
the only ones in the class). 
 

Started 11 finished 4. 
 

So what of the future. Well I‘m off to 
Jersey in two weeks to co-drive for 
Stu Fosssey, then I may be doing the 
Regency Stages, Definitely doing the 
Fat Albert with Les and hopefully the 
Carfax Stages with either Richard or 
Les (depends if Richard has his en-
gine back).  And that will be my year 
as I‘ll be skint then. 

 

As for 2012 well actually there‘s a 
strong possibility there will be no 
2012 season.  I‘m seriously consider-
ing looking to finish taking my lessons 
to get my pilots license.  Although 
saying that Les rang me the other day 
to tell me he‘s looking to buy a Sub-
aru now to go and play in the forestry, 
so……. 
 

Paul Brown 



 

Championship Update 
 

The 2011 Championship tables are now beginning to look in a more healthy 
state than recently. Only two categories (Road Rally Driver and Junior) re-
main with no entries. Most categories have three or more people all vying for 
the championship. 
 

Leading the tables currently are: 
 

Off Road Driver Rob Brook   58 points from 7 events 
   Tony Phillips   2 points from 1 event 
Stage Rally Driver Richard Edwards 68 points from 2 events 
   Martin Mansell  29 points from 3 events 
   Graham Samuel 22 points from 3 events 
   Plus 4 others 
Night Trial Driver Pete Farmer  23 points from 2 events 
   John Wilson  3 points from 1 event 

Road Rally Co-Driver Peter Cox  9 points from 2 events 

Chief Marshal’s Corner 

Oxford Motor Club 
 
Oxford Motor Club are running the 
Carfax Stage Rally at a new venue - 
RAF Benson, near Wallingford, Ox-
fordshire – on Sunday 20 November 
2011, with car 1 starting stage 1 at 
09:00, and last car planned to enter 
the last stage at 17:00, thereby guar-
anteeing some competition in dark-
ness. As ever, marshals are needed, 
so contact David Smythe, the Carfax 
Stages Marshal Recruiter, by either 
calling 0777 154 7063 or email-
ing omcmarshal@gmail.com 
  
Wickford Auto Club & Green Belt 
Motor Club 
 
The Tamdown Snetterton Stages are 
also being run on Sunday 20 Novem-
ber 2011, with the first rally at Snett 

for many years. Regs now from web-
site www.snettertonstages.co.uk, and 
to marshal please contact Chris Deal 
- chris.deal@greenbeltmc.f9.co.uk 
 
Middlesex County AC & Thame CC  
 
It‘s our premier event of the year, The 
Rockingham Stages, being held on 
10

th
/11

th
 December at Rockingham 

Circuit,  Northamptonshire. 
 
To compete contact  someone called 
Tony Philips on 01923-822590 or 
07761-823157 or visit the website at 
www.rockinghamstages.co.uk. 
 
If you would like to help out with mar-
shalling, contact mar-
shals@rockinghamstages.co.uk or 
the Deputy Chief Marshal on 07780-
761779 

mailto:omcmarshal@gmail.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/H02462672/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK82/www.snettertonstages.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/H02462672/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK82/www.rockinghamstages.co.uk


 

Stage Rally Co-Driver Paul Brown  98 points from 5 events 
   Holly Bailey  64 points from 3 events 
   Brian Benjamin  29 points from 3 events 
   Plus 3 others 
Night Trial Navigator Andy Greenland 23 points from 2 events 
   Tony Phillips  3 points from 1 event 
Marshal  Darren Pike  20 points from 8 events 
   Peter Cox  10 points from 3 events 
Service   Polly Patti  4 points from 2 events 
   Andrew Williamson 4 points from 2 events 
Organiser    Rob Brook  10 points from 3 events 
   Tony Phillips  10 points from 3 events 
   Plus 2 others. 
 

Because of a breakdown on the championship secretary‘s laptop, there will 
be a one month points amnesty to give members  a chance to claim for those 
points previously missed and to rectify any errors or omissions in the tables. 
The full tables can be viewed on the MCAC website www.mcac.co.uk  

http://www.mcac.co.uk/
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Club Members Car Register 
 

Within the members of the club I am sure we have a vast array of interesting 
cars. A  thought from the council is to establish a database of member‘s vehi-
cles, in order for us to promote the club more effectively in all the guises of 
motoring & motorsport. 
 

Certainly the eclectic mix of vehicles that came to the Ace Café recently 
showed what we have to offer. Please send me the details of anything you 
may have which is a bit out of the ordinary either on the road, stage, track or 
tucked away in a garage just waiting for the right time to be fettled for use. 
 

My contact details are on the back page & I look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 

Paul Hopkinson    

Wings & Wheels 2011 
 
It was a real shame that the Red arrows couldn't take part this years 2 day 
family event over the August Bank Holiday weekend which mixes motorsport 
and flying. The club stand included John Hannan‘s replica of Richard Burn‘s 
WRC car and Mike Hurst looking after things on the Sunday, as I was mar-
shalling the Demonstration runs on the runway. Monday saw Kevin Fowler 
and John Hannan‘s cars on display and they even managed to take their cars 
on the runway for the demo runs! 
  
Many thanks go to John Hannan ,Mike Hurst & Kevin Fowler for the help over 
the weekend, and to Neil Sinclair, Special Projects Manager and Donna  
Hopton, Events Manager at Brooklands Museum. 
 

RallyDay 2011 – Castle Combe Circuit 
 
With Kevin Fowler‘s and Richard Upton‘s cars on show, and Peter Cox and 
Peter Nathan helping on the on the stand, it was another successful event for 
the club. This year saw us in a different place to our previous ‗pitch‘ and the 
weather decided to not play ball, with heavy rain on and off all day, but still 
one to put in your diary for 2012. 
 
Regards, Darren 
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Life As a Spanner, Man! 

Yet another year of spannering was 
lined up fro me for 2011, but due to 
unforeseen ankle breakage at 
Christmas 2010, I was out of action. 
This meant I missed out on helping 
Garry with the Saxo for the Long-
moor Loco Stages 2010, bummer! It 
also meant that I had to put my own 
‗comeback‘ on hold as being on 
SSP for 3 months didn‘t mix well 
with my motorsport financial plans. 
After a couple of operations and 
some bolting up of my ankle I was 
finally recovered enough to go on a 
rally with Garry/Theresa and Ian on 
the 28

th
 May 2011.  

 

Round 1: The ORC Rally (AKA Ca-
nal Rally) is the first round of the 
FIRC (Flanders International Rally 
Championship) 2011 and it was an 
event we had been to before. We 
had trouble from the first moment 
when we arrived in the service area 
on the Saturday morning and the 
Saxo refused to turn over properly 
and also refused to fire when it did 
turn over.  
 

Ian had more of an idea of what to 
look for but after 4 hours we had 
almost resigned ourselves to defeat. 
Suddenly with a flash of inspiration 
Ian pulled on the coil pack wires and 
one of them pulled out! A quick re-
pair job saw the car start ok, and as 
we were next to the scrutineering 
tent, the documentation was quickly 

over and done. The rally was going 
ok, with Garry complaining that he 
was slow, only to find out he was run-
ning well up, in 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 class posi-

tion. Unfortunately the car had other 
ideas. Towards the last few stages, 
Garry complained of a dodgy gear-
shift, followed by the car lurching for-
ward on the start ramp and almost 
running over an official (see whistling 
and rolling of eyes, pretending he‘d 
done nothing wrong!). Unfortunately 
the gearbox fault slowed Garry down 
to drop him to something like 4

th
 in 

class. Bugger! When the car was ex-
amined closely, one of the lower gear-
box mounts had lost a bolt and the 
other was VERY loose, causing the 
engine to swing back and forth and 
messing up gear selection……. 
 

Round 2: The FIRC 2
nd

 round was the 
‘12 Heure De Wervik‘ or something 
similar, but it worked out that it would 
have cost more to do it than it would 
to return to the scene of the crime, 
that is Braine-Le-Comte. 
 

Braine Le Comte is an old school rally 
that many club members will know. 
The rally died a death a few years 
back but has, in the last few years, 
become a worthy rally again. So off 
we went. We arrived within good time 
in Braine, fortunately my previous ex-
perience found the way round the 
town and the car started on the trailer, 
drove off and even got to the Parc 
Ferme. We all went off on the Recce  
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and came back with plenty of time to 
spare. Garry and Theresa went off to 
scrutineering and then we got the call 
we didn‘t want. In the queue about 30 
feet from the tent and the car refused 
to turn over. Bugger again!. Our time 
slot was fast approaching and soon 
went by, but as we were the only UK 
crew there, I think we were given a bit 
of grace. Ian, Garry and I went all 
over the electrics and after an hour or 
so, Ian suggested drilling another 
hole in the floor and repositioning the 
earth lead, this worked thank the lord! 
Note to Garry, a rewire is needed! As 
we were late, and heading for a hotel 
miles away, the car was left in Parc 
Ferme for the night and we went off 
for digs and grub (Long story that 
ended the night with ‗sat nav‘ at hotel 
and slightly drunk and knackered kev-
kev, having to suffice) - NB, I found 
the hotel from memory! 
 

The Rally was going almost as well 
as the previous rally (ORC) until, to-
ward the end, gear selection issues 
ensued again. In service, we noticed 
that a similar issue had sprung up, 
only this time, instead of the mounting 
coming away from the gearbox, it had 
ripped the mounting off the floor of 
the car! Double bugger! Still, surely 
this would mean the car would finish 
the event, if it was a little unpredicta-
ble. As Garry headed out for the last 
loop, I noticed a trail of something on 
the ground. PETROL! Triple Bug-
ger!!!! They were held at the next 
start and only had two stages to do, 
so fuel wise we were ok. After the 2

nd
 

to last stage, Ian got a text message 

saying, ―Gearbox worse, exhaust fall-
en off!‖. The car appeared to be dis-
mantling itself. The engine was mov-
ing about so much that it had dam-
aged a seal on the fuel rail, messed 
up the gear linkages and also pulled 
the exhaust off its mountings. BUT it 
finished the rally, 4

th
 in class AGAIN!!! 

Garry spent some time ‗sorting‘ this 
issue over the next few weeks….. 

 

Round 3: Back to the FIRC, Rally 
Staden. The Saxo was now in fine 
fettle, running a new ECU and map, 
and hopefully a better stronger gear-
box mounting. With this rally running 
on a Monday (Belgian Bank holiday!), 
we had a bit more time to get sorted. 
Garry‘s wife Jen decided that she 
wanted to come with us this time, so it 
would be FIVE up in the Frontera 
(Citroen Berlingo has gone into semi-
retirement). This was going to be co-
sy, but as Staden was only just over 
an hour from Calais, it wasn‘t a big 
problem. We arrived in Staden (a 
place we‘d not been to before) and 
everything went to plan, almost as if 
the car was on best behaviour for 
Jen. Things were going so well time 
wise that we even got into Ypres for 
the Last Post ceremony at 8pm. This 
is something that any of you visiting 
Flanders should visit if you can. It is 
an awe inspiring ceremony, held at 
the Menin Gate in Ypres. Back on 
track and the car was sorted early 
and promptly put into Parc Ferme for 
the night  and off to the hotel we 
went.  
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Car #1 on the Rally was one of the 
new Skoda Fabia works cars driven 
by Freddy Loix, which of course won 
the rally. More surprisingly 2

nd
 OA 

was taken by a pretty good spec Im-
preza WRC, with Andy Rowe/Catt 
Lund in 3

rd
 place O/A, just 3.1/2 

minutes behind Loix, in there ‗ancient‘ 
Evo 3 Mitsubishi! More surprising still, 
even with the gearbox trying out its 
trump card of dodgy shifts again, Gar-
ry managed to claim 2 in Class for the 
FIRC, with the class winner some-
thing like 4 mins in front, holy cow 
these foreigners are quick!  
 

With the FIRC being entirely Flanders 
based, it is a good incentive for UK 
and other foreign crews to enter the 
Belgian events, unfortunately at the 
cost of the local crews that are strug-
gling to get entries now. As a result of 
the popularity of the FIRC rounds, the 
entries are usually set around the 140 
cars area, but entries are regularly 
exceeding 180+. Garry has proved 
that the car is quick enough to be ‗up 
there‘ and his driving is proving wor-
thy, although he insists he drives like 
an old fart!  
 

The Next round is the Hemi Cuda 
Rally which is based in/near 
Koekclare, this is an event we have 
attended twice before, with the ser-
vice area based in a precast concrete 
companys supply yard, with 3 or 4 
stages running close by and the near-
est being only a shortish walk away. 
Bear in mind that Belgian events are 
held on closed public ‗roads‘ and are 
therefore VERY fast and full of action. 
I say ‗roads‘ because they have some 
strange ideas of what a road is!!!!! 
 

Check out the FIRC website 
www.firc.be to see the results and to 
check out the dates for next year. 
Also as a sideline, Guy Anderson has 
been in discussion with Fairfield Mo-
torsport about organising marshalling 
trips to Belgian events. Having been 
out on the stages and met a few Brit-
ish marshals, I can highly recommend 
it. If you like your motorsport action 
and fancy a Belgian beer or two, con-
tact Guy and discuss with him what is 
likely to be available. 
 

More to follow!  

Kevin Fowler 

Return of Annual Awards 
 

Hi Folks, it’s that time of year again to start thinking about the 2012 Din-
er & Awards Evening. Can anyone who has one of our annual awards 
please give it a really good polish & return it to me at club nights or call 
me & we can arrange a mutual time to collect. 
 

Many thanks,  

Paul Hopkinson— 07976 299767 
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ROUND 1 2 3 4
Position Name Brakefast Mddlwick Sideways Foto Total

1 James Riley 92.54 0.00 87.82 40.13 220.49

2 Rob Brook 94.91 0.00 0.00 100.00 194.91

3 Martin Lush 91.53 0.00 100.00 0.00 191.53

4 Andrew Williamson 93.25 0.00 86.89 0.00 180.14

5 Steve Hedges 90.51 0.00 89.51 0.00 180.02

6 James Mansfield 79.92 0.00 100.00 0.00 179.92

7 John Gibson 86.63 0.00 85.38 0.00 172.01

8 Tony Phillips 86.10 0.00 0.00 60.51 146.61

9 Graham Samuel 90.66 0.00 0.00 47.77 138.43

10 Paul Brown 0.00 10.00 0.00 100.00 110.00

11 Rob Rolston 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

12 Jon Senior 100.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

13 Holly Bailey 0.00 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

14 Gavin Rogers 0.00 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00

15 Martin Moane 0.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00

16 Chris Gibson 87.32 0.00 10.00 0.00 97.32

17 Nathan Barnett 0.00 0.00 97.00 0.00 97.00

18 Chris Lacey 0.00 0.00 96.75 0.00 96.75

19 Andy Greenland 0.00 0.00 0.00 95.54 95.54

20 Kevin Fowler 0.00 0.00 0.00 95.54 95.54

21 Paul Benning 0.00 0.00 95.52 0.00 95.52

22 Paul Hands 0.00 94.57 0.00 0.00 94.57

23 Dave Town 0.00 94.57 0.00 0.00 94.57

24 Ross Daniels 0.00 93.26 0.00 0.00 93.26

25 Paul Mankin 0.00 93.26 0.00 0.00 93.26

26 Ben Dalgleish 0.00 0.00 93.13 0.00 93.13

27 Emma Benning 0.00 0.00 91.07 0.00 91.07

28 Gary Hughes 0.00 0.00 90.62 0.00 90.62

29 Ryan Wallace 0.00 0.00 89.67 0.00 89.67

30 Ashley Stratford 0.00 0.00 88.97 0.00 88.97

31 Nathan Ringman 0.00 0.00 88.81 0.00 88.81

32 Ian Wilson 0.00 87.41 0.00 0.00 87.41

33 Katie Williamson 0.00 87.41 0.00 0.00 87.41

34 Chris Hedges 86.12 0.00 0.00 0.00 86.12

35 Mike Trim 84.58 0.00 0.00 0.00 84.58

36 Danny Neville 0.00 0.00 83.73 0.00 83.73

37 Tony Brider 0.00 0.00 83.49 0.00 83.49

38 Mat Polley 0.00 0.00 83.37 0.00 83.37

39 James Gray 0.00 0.00 82.98 0.00 82.98

40 Charlie Bridgeman 0.00 0.00 80.07 0.00 80.07

41 Sam Clarke 0.00 0.00 80.07 0.00 80.07

42 John Williams 0.00 0.00 0.00 76.43 76.43

43 Chris Wiliams 0.00 0.00 0.00 76.43 76.43

44 Val Phillips 0.00 0.00 0.00 60.51 60.51

45 Brian Greenfield 0.00 0.00 0.00 57.96 57.96

46 Sheila Greenfield 0.00 0.00 0.00 57.96 57.96

47 Lindsay ? 0.00 0.00 0.00 47.77 47.77

48 Paul Hopkinson 0.00 0.00 0.00 40.13 40.13

49 Hazel Hopkinson 0.00 0.00 0.00 40.13 40.13

50 Olivia Grubb 0.00 0.00 0.00 40.13 40.13

51 David Mann 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

52 Alun Cook 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

53 Lee Perry 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

54 Keith Hounslow 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

55 Chris Keys 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

56 Graham Tuer 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

57 Kevin Boyle 0.00 10.00 0.00 0.00 10.00

58 Philip Muscat 0.00 0.00 10.00 0.00 10.00

Non Member

MCAC CHALLENGE 2011
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Looking back at previous articles it 
appears to have been very nearly 12 
months since I last put finger to key-
board. So what‘s happened in the 
world of Historic Touring Cars over 
the last 12mths, quite a lot & not 
much depending on how you look at 
it? 
 

I finished 2010 in 7
th
 pos o/a & 1st in 

class, mainly because I didn‘t have 
any serious competitors in my class. 
However, the latter half of 2010 saw 
the emergence of a Lotus Cortina in 
the same App K class as me. Bizarre-
ly, a farmer drives the car from the 
very north of England by the name of 
Jim Clark, familiar? The Cortina is an 
ex-rally car so isn‘t the svelte ma-
chine you would normally expect to 
grace a racing circuit. Cortina‘s are a 
big threat in my class as they are ho-
mologated 200kg lighter than the Al-
fa, so a well set up machine is seri-
ous competition. 
 

The winter break saw the engine & 
gearbox coming out of the Alfa, the 
engine got a re-build with a new BV 
head inc a pair of state of the art hol-
low billet ‗cat cams‘ & a pair of new 
45‘s. The gearbox got a re-fresh just 
changing 1 synchro ring as a precau-
tion. I wanted to tidy up the boot area 
of the car, this required Mr Hedges to 
replace the spare wheel well that had 
rotted away. I also asked Steve to 
remove all the protective sealant from 
inside the boot & spray it the same 

Alfa red as the outside. Asking Mike 
Edwards to build a 60 Litre alloy fuel 
tank, which now sits perfectly be-
tween the shock mountings, finished 
the whole job. The only other thing I 
did was to treat her to a set of new 
accurate/non-Alfa gauges! 
 

Come the start of the 2011 season & 
we have a major problem. My engine 
builder who, believe me, builds a 
good engine at a very reasonable 
rate, seems to have no concept of 
time, a week before the start of the 
season, I don‘t have the engine back. 
Now having spent some considerable 
amount of money on the engine I 
wasn‘t going to start a race without 
firstly, running the engine in & sec-
ondly, putting it on a rolling road. The 
end result was I missed the first 
round, which really put me on the 
back foot for the rest of the season. 
All the competition was at Donnington 
Park for the first round, not only Jim 
Clark in his now much lighter Cortina, 
but another Cortina driven by a guy 
called Neil Brown. Neil owns an en-
gine building company of his own 
name & they specialise in Lotus TC‘s, 
BDA‘s etc, suffice to say he‘s built a 
very fast car. 
 

We‘re about 2/3
rd

 through the season 
now & have already visited the new 
Silverstone GP circuit, Brands Hatch 
GP circuit, Cadwell Park, the new 
Snetterton 300 & Croft. I find myself 
7

th
 OA, 2

nd
 in class & yet again the 

PJ & Bertie Go Racing Pt 5 
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Alfa has proved to be extremely relia-
ble with a 100% finishing rate. Neil is 
way ahead taking maximum class 
points in every round, I am just about 
managing to keep Jim behind me, but 
he‘s getting quicker every race. 
 

So, what to do about those pesky 
Cortinas? The answer is to either sell 
Bertie & buy a Cortina (which will nev-
er happen) or to sell Bertie & buy an 
Alfa GTA. The GTA was a homologa-
tion special built between 63 & 68, it 
looks identical to my GT but the A 
standing for ―Allegretta‖ or ―lightened‖ 
in Italian. It was homologated at 
740kg compared to 950kg of my GT 
& 760kg of a Cortina. The main differ-
ences were to the body, which was 
80% aluminium & extensive use of 
magnesium on suspension parts, en-
gine ancillaries, bellhousing, rear axle 
casing etc. Major problem with this 
plan is that a decent GTA racecar will 
cost upwards of £80,000.  

 

There is another possibility, all the 
aluminium panels are available to 
buy, so I could in theory swap the 
steel panels for aluminium & convert 
my car to a GTA spec, although the 
magnesium parts aren‘t available 
nowadays it is possible to buy new 
lightened aluminium ―replicas‖ of the-
se parts. Not cheap, but considerably 
cheaper than the real thing & in addi-
tion the FIA will grant papers for what 
they call a GTA ―re-creation‖. I ran 
this idea past Mr Hedges & he had a 
slightly nervous look on his face. Any-
way, I will carry on to the end of the 
season & see what happens. 
 

That‘s about all to report at the mo-
ment, I‘ll hopefully put finger to key-
board through the winter & let you all 
know what I‘ve decided to do. 
 

Until then, Ciao. 
Paul & Bertie 
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Now, I know Motorsport isn't an Olympic sport, but I thought it would be a 
nice idea for anyone who knows a crafty type person who would be inter-
ested in supporting Quilts4London. My craft club & I will be making some 
Pennants, which can be any shape approx A3 (12"x16") and I thought I'd 
wave the flag for MCAC, my designs have yet to come into fruition, but we 
have until the end of the year!  

Obviously, you don't have to use MCAC as the reason to join in this fun. 
The Quilts4London Project started in June 2009 with an idea to produce 
something as a gift for all the athletes taking part in the Olympic and Para-
lympic Games in 2012. The idea of pennants (traditionally exchanged at 
friendly sporting events) seemed perfect and the concept was born. 

Although, initially created by a group of Quilters (hence the name) it has 
now blossomed into a National and International project of creative, imagi-
native and beautiful textile pennants all of which will go towards the target 
of 14,000 pennants needed to give one to each competing athlete. 

The pennants are being displayed and exhibited in a number of locations 
and as the Games themselves approach, larger exhibitions at National lo-
cations are being planned. The Knitting & Stitching Show at Alexandra Pal-
ace in October for one! My shop, Blue Haze Arts & Crafts will be displaying 
our locally made pennants too. 

Please check out the website for further information, templates & instruc-
tions. There are some restrictions as to what we can't use, ie. The Olympic 
Symbols, 2012 etc. but this information is all included on the website. Alter-
natively, send an A4 self-addressed envelope with 2x1st class stamps to 
Irene Heathcote, 39 Hunting Gate, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 6NX. 
Telephone - 01442 404234. 

Let me know if you'd like to join in. 

Bye for now 

Hazel Hopkinson 
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