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CLUB NIGHT IS EVERY WEDNESDAY 

******                at              ****** 

UXBRIDGE CRICKET CLUB 

Gatting Way, Park Road, Uxbridge, UB8 1NR 

(off the A40, South from Swakeleys Roundabout 

and then left at the 2nd set of lights) 

Map Reference: 176/063849 

HOT FOOD SERVED UNTIL 10.00 PM 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Monday 

4th Apr 

Track Day 7.30 BEDFORD AUTODROME CSMA TRACK DAY. 

MCAC members are invited to this „Open Pit Lane‟ 

Track Day. The Entry Fee is £135 which will give up to 

7 hours on the 4-mile GT circuit. Full details on the 

website or from Kevin. 

6th Apr Partners 

Club Night 

20.30 PARTNERS EVENING - NATTER. Just a natter to-

night at the Cricket Club is undergoing some refurbish-

ment so the Rotary Club are meeting in „our‟ area.. 

13th Apr Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 
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Sunday 

17th Apr 

AutoSolo 09.00 CONCORDE AUTOSOLO at BOVINGDON. MCAC 

members are invited to this CSMA organised event. If 

you are interested, Kevin Fowler has all the infor-

mation. 

20th Apr Club Night 

& AGM 

20.30 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 21.00. Your 

chance to have a say in the running of the Club and, 

perhaps, volunteer to serve on the Council. If you feel 

you would like to assist in this way, please contact 

Andy Greenland. 

27th Apr Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

4th May Partners 

Club Night 

20.30 PARTNERS EVENING - RALLY BRIEFING AND  

DVDs. Volunteers are needed to help with the set-up 
over the weekend. Also, DVDs of the 2010 Silver 

Fern and Roger Albert Clark rallies. 

Saturday 

7th May 

Set-Up 09.30 PREPARATION FOR THE MIDDLEWICK STAGES. 

Your help is needed with the set-up at Woodbridge 

for our first stage event of the year. Please contact 

Peter Nathan (020 8906 0803) or Andy Greenland. 

Sunday 

8th May 

Rally 08.30 MIDDLEWICK STAGES 2011. Co-promoted with 

GBMC, there are 8 stages providing 60+ miles of 

competitive motoring. If you are not competing or 

servicing, please help your Club and assist with the 

marshalling and contact Andy Greenland or the Chief 

Marshal - marshals@middlewickstages.co.uk 

11th May Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

14/15th 

May 

Race 

Meeting 

09.00 SILVERSTONE INTERNATIONAL TROPHY, watch 

Paul Hopkinson racing his Alfa in a full 

programme of racing on the new GP circuit. 

18th May Club Night 20.30 DVD AND/OR VIDEO EVENING. A chance to catch 

up with recent happenings ion the rally scene. Per-

haps, also, The MiddleWick Stages. 

25th May Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

1st June  Partner‟s 

Club Night 

20.30 PARTNER’S EVENING—TBC 
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W H A T „ S   O N  ?  

 APRIL    

3rd  Brands Hatch (I) BTCC 

4th CSMA Track Day, Bedford Autodrome (-)  

9th  TAC Rally (I) Belg 

10th  Malayasian Grand Prix, Sepang (I) WC 

14/16th  Rally Canary Islands (I) IRC 

16th  Somerset Stages (B) BTRDA/Eng 

16/17th  Rally Jordan (I) WRC 

17th  Donington Park (I) BTCC 

17th CSMA Concorde AutoSolo, Bovingdon (C)  

17th  Chinese Grand Prix, Shanghai (I) WC 

22/24th  Rallye Wallonnie (I) Belg 

23/24th  Circuit of Ireland Rally (A) Irish 

30th Cumberland SMC Pirelli Tour of Cumbria Rally (I/A) BHRC/BRC 

30/1st  Rally of the Lakes (A) Irish 

 MAY    

1st  Thruxton (I) BTCC 

1st  RDP Welsh Rally (B) WAMC(T) 

1st  Monteberg Rallysprint, Belgium (I) Euro Trophy 

6/7th Rally IoM Ltd I Manx Telecom Rally (B) Tar 

6/8th  Rally Corsica (I) IRC 

6/8th  Rally Italia (I) WRC 

8TH MCAC / GBMC MIDDLEWICK STAGES (B) MIDDX/AEMC 

8th  Turkish Grand Prix, Istanbul (I) WC 

14th  Plains Rally (B) BTRDA/WAMC 

14/15th Rally Show Ltd Rally Show, Cornbury Park, Oxon (E)  

14/15th Historic Sports CC Silverstone International Trophy (I/A) HSCC 

21st  Clwydian CARS Stage Rally (B) WAMC(T) 

21/22nd  Sezoens Rally (I) Belg 

21/22nd UH & UofLMC Miglia Quadrato (E)  

22nd  Spanish Grand Prix (I) WC 

27/28th  Jim Clark Reivers Rally Kelso (I) BRC/Irish/Tar/Scot 

29th  Monaco Grand Prix (I) WC 

29th  ORC Canal Rally, Oostrozebeke (A) FIRC 

29th  Rally Argentina (I) WRC 

29/30th Sevenoaks&DMC Motorsport at the Palace (B)  
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C h a i r m a n „ s   C h a t 

The third MiddleWick Stages will be held 

at Woodbridge Airfield on Sunday 8th 

May and we need your help! 

The event benefits from the help of 

many marshals and officials on the day 

but, unfortunately, suffers from a lack of 

help setting up on the previous day and 

clearing up immediately after the event. 

So, if you can help your Club with the 

MiddleWick Stages 
event on either day, please contact 

Andy Greenland or Peter Nathan 

(020 8906 2710) to offer your as-

sistance. 

Those willing to marshal on the 

event should contact the Chief Mar-

shal, Eris Robertson on 07865 

058233 or email: 

marshals@middlewickstages.co.uk  

It was a shame that only 23 could be 

bothered to attend the Annual Dinner, 

as John put on a very good meal and 

the evening was enjoyed by those that 

made the effort. On the evening, there 

were no nominations for the majority of 

„secret‟ awards although Rob Brook 

received the President’s Award, in 

recognition of all his efforts to ensure 

that the Rockingham Stages event ran 

despite the snowy conditions.  

The new venue for our Club Nights is 

proving quite popular, with a nice warm 

atmosphere, friendly surroundings and 

hot food available until 10pm. However, 

please note that the car park does tend 

to be rather full earlier on and, if you do 

park in the nearby Leisure Centre car 

park, you should be aware that the bar-

rier is usually closed well before 11.00 

o‟clock. Also, there are pay machines 

covered up and charges may soon ap-

ply in that car park!  

It was good to see so many members 

at the Brakefast but we also, especially,  

Due to lack of space and the in-

clusion of the Annual Accounts,  

Graham Samuel’s second instal-

ment of our exploits in New Zea-

land has been carried over to the 

next issue.                      Tony 

need help and support at the ral-

lies as they provide the majority of 

our income - let‟s see a good turn-

out for the MiddleWick Stages on 

7/8th May. 

The AGM is on the 20th April and 

some new volunteers are needed 

to serve on the Council, as cur-

rently all the work is falling on the 

(not now so) willing few, without 

any support from other members. 

It would be nice if the jobs could 

be spread around more, meaning 

less work for everyone. I hope to 

see you there! 

Happy and safe motoring. 

Tony 
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Omish Days of Speed - More Motorsport in Croatia 

This is your roving reporter with more 
news of motor-sport in sunny Croatia, 
though I seems to do more roving 
than reporting lately!  A couple of 
months ago I was ambling along the 
„High Street‟ of Omish, our local 
town, when I saw what looked omi-
nously like bundles of old tyres being 
man-handled into place in the town-
centre car park.  Now I know a thing 
or two about shifting loads of black, 
round things and I recognized a mo-
tor-sport tyre-wall when I saw it.  

A bunch of burly blokes were con-
structing what could only be a short 
circuit around which cars were des-
tined to travel at speed.  There were 
a couple of marquees in attendance 
and plenty of metal crowd barriers all 
of which confirmed my initial suspi-
cions.  A brief chat, between heaving 
breaths (his not mine) and scowls 
from his fellow tyre movers informed 
me that this was all a preparation for 
„Omish Days of Speed‟ planned for 
the Saturday and Sunday of the im-
minent week-end.  Apparently it was 
going to be a festival of sprinting and 
autocross right in the centre of the 
town with full-house competition cars 
and damn the decibels!  Imagine that 
in Sainsbury‟s Car Park in Amer-
sham! 

I had been informed that the planned 
starting time was 10.00 am on the 
Saturday but I decided to give them a 
bit of time to get warmed up – so I 
arrived at about 11.30 to find that 
they were still milling around, setting 
up timing beams, making adjust-

ments to the track and generally 
„organising‟ as only the people of the 
Balkans can.  There seemed to be at 
least 4 Clerks-of-the-Course, 6 scru-
tineers and a couple of timing-beam 
experts.  Drivers  were wandering 
around with no apparent purpose 
and the occasional car was being 
warmed up by the expedient of blip-
ping the throttle incessantly.  This 
made it difficult for the appropriate C 
of C to get the drivers to a briefing 
but finally they all gathered around 
the start area and were duly ha-
rangued prior to them all drifting off 
to their cars and getting the event 
under way. 

There were about 50 vehicles all told, 
in a variety of classes including even 
one single-seater race car and one 
single-seater sports car (See pics).  
There was a large group of small 
saloon including lots of Fiats (Tipo, 
Punto and the like) , some Golfs, and 
plenty of buzzing Yugo‟s doing about 
8,000 rpm plus (that‟s each, not all 
together!).   A few larger saloons 
were in evidence; BMW‟s, Opel 
Astras, Peugeots and even one el-
derly Ford Escort Cosworth(?).  The 
first day (it was a 2-day extravagan-
za!) took the form of what we would 
call a Sprint in UK – here everything 
was a „race‟. 

Cars set off one at a time, breaking a 
beam to start the timing and a hand-
held finish button operated by a finish
-line judge to end the run.  Each run 
comprised three laps and the typical 
elapsed time was around the one 
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minute mark with every driver clocking 
less than 60 seconds getting a roar of 
approval from the surprisingly large 
crowd.  I watched the first two or three 
hours while all cars went through twice 
and the FTD was held by a blue Fiat 
with a replacement brown bumper (see 
pics) driven by a very committed 
young man who seemed to be one of 
the few who knew about racing-lines 
and linking corners.  Most others 
seemed to rush up to the inside of a 
corner, understeer round with plenty of 
waggling and blipping and emerge 
practically stationary on the other side 
of the bend and then have to acceler-
ate away to the next curve.  I saw only 
a few spins and no tyre-wall contacts 
so clearly the driving was not as frantic 
as we used to get at Oakington! 

As you will see from the photos, the 
cars ranged from regular shopping 
wagons up to racing specials with a 
few really modified ones among them.  
The FIAT 500 with a full 4-cylinder 
race engine glued into the boot attract-
ed quite a lot of attention and seemed 
to be pretty quick but the clock told a 
different story.  The tail-sliding looked 
good but was not that fast.   Overall, 
the quality of the driving was quite low, 
with plenty of point-and-squirt and not 
many using racing lines or anything 
like.  As you can see from the pictures 
the action took place right in the town 
and pretty close to shops and the main 
road.  I kept thinking to myself „they‟d 
never get away with this in England .. 
more‟s the pity‟.   

The crowd comprised mainly young 
men, as you would expect, but there 
were quite a few girl-friends, wives and 
shoppers who stopped by to have a 

look.  With no entrance charge and 
precious little between the specta-
tors and the cars everybody could 
have a good look.  There was the 
obligatory tent housing a blaring 
disco and several hot-dog and 
hamburger stands and, I gathered, 
a big party was planned for the Sat-
urday night.  However, I had anoth-
er engagement so I can‟t report on 
that. 

On the Sunday there was a form of 
auto-cross with two cars at a time 
on the circuit – though they started 
at staggered intervals – a bit like 
pursuit cycling.  It meant that there 
was little or no fighting to get into 
the corners and, as far as I could 
see, no car to car contact in spite of 
it being a pretty short track.  I spent 
only an hour there on the Sunday 
just to see if it got any more excit-
ing than the Saturday – but it didn‟t! 

It was a successful event given the 
number of cars and spectators and 
certainly exposed motor-sport to 
the general public and to people 
who would never make the trek to 
any specialized venue.  It was a 
serious competition and they had 
the full safety deal present – ambu-
lance, fire-engine and tow-truck, 
though none were called on to per-
form, thank goodness.  By Monday 
morning all had been cleared away 
and the town car-park was, once 
again, open for business.  So that‟s 
what the local petrol-heads do for 
fun when the days are getting cool-
er and the beaches not so inviting 
in this great part of Croatia. 

Tom Ryan, from Croatia 
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The Hants and Berks Motor Club Pairs 
Point to Point is a night trial like no 
other. For a start, it is run during the 
day. Secondly, you are not alone, as 
the name suggests, this is an event for 
a pair of cars working together. 

So it came to pass that Tony Phillips 
and I and John Wilson and Andy 
Greenland assembled on that windy 
part of dear England that is known as 
Blackbush Airport early on a Sunday 
morning. 

Actually it was really quite a civilised 
place to start as Blackbush is blessed 
with a café which was open from 
09:00hrs. Out of the wind and with a 
brace of bacon sarnies and coffees to 
feed the inner man, we sat planning 
our strategy for the forthcoming event 
out of the wind and cold (actually it 
was not that cold really).  

As this is a mileage based event, the 
proceedings began with a calibration 
run of about 14.5 miles. I was quite 
pleased to note that my speedometer 
read 14.4 miles at the finish which 
actually tripped over to 14.5 while 
parking the car to wait for the start 
proper. 

At about 10.00, we were given our 
clue-sheets and retired back to the 
café to plot the route and share out 
the locations to be visited. It was sur-
prising that no other crews joined us in 
the café, preferring to do their plotting 
in the cramped condition of the cars. 

The idea of the event is to share out 
the locations to be visited in such a 

manner as to have both cars do-
ing approximately the same mile-
age. At each location, a question 
has to be answered to give a 
number which is filled into two 
grids to give the locations of the 
two lunch time marshals. In the 
past, these locations have been 
found by a slightly cryptic expla-
nation of the point, something like 
the old 5-maps scatter clues. 
Nowadays, though, it is all done 
by map references. It is possible 
(although not recommended by 
the organisers) to guess the loca-
tion after only a few clues have 
been visited. This was made 
slightly harder this year as the 
organiser used two digit answers 
whereas in the past each square 
in the grid contained one digit. 
This made it easier to guess 
where the eastings finished and 
the northings started.  

Anyway, I digress (again, I hear 
you say). With locations plotted 
and shared out, it was decided 
that Tony and I would pick up the 
centrally located clue near the 
bottom of the map and then head 
east while John and Andy headed 
west. 

We quickly found the first answer 
(always a morale boosting hap-
pening) and headed back past the 
airport and onwards. 

It was the first time that organiser 
Martin Boyes had been given the 
thankless role and was not sure 

The Hants and Berks Pairs Point to Point 
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had a couple of „local‟ places to 
visit. 

After we had both visited a couple 
of locations, we felt that we had 
enough points to determine the 
finish location. Again it was nearer 
to us than our pair so we made our 
way there. When we got there, it 
was pleasing to note that there was 
already one other car there, so we 
parked up and sat and waited for 
the other cars to arrive. 

After all of the sheets had been 
handed in and speedos checked 
(for mileage, not suitability for 
swimming!) we retired to the Shire 
Horse pub on the A4 near Maiden-
head to await the results. 

It transpired that five of the six 
teams had cleaned the event and 
the other would have but was pe-
nalised four points for a late arrival.  

This meant that the result would be 
decided on the mileage of the car 
in the pair with the higher mileage. 
We had achieved a respectable 
57.8 miles but unfortunately, due to 
the spread of their allocated clues, 
John and Andy travelled 92 miles. 
This put us in 4

th
 place. 

After the results had been pub-
lished, we found that we lost third 
place by just 0.2 miles and second 
by a further 2 miles. Must plot the 
route more carefully next year. 

Despite the lowly position, we en-
joyed the event very much, and we 
thank Martin and Hants and Berks 
Motor Club for allowing us to take 
part. 

Pete Farmer  

how difficult to make the questions. On 
reflection, (and backed up by the re-
sults) I think that they were slightly too 
easy and we soon had the locations of 
the lunch halt. We had done relatively 
few miles while John and Andy had 
done considerably more due to the re-
moteness of their clues. Also the clues 
deemed necessary to calculate the 
lunch halts were fairly well spread while 
ours were fairly compact. 

Our location plotted fairly accurately to 
a pub car park where we arrived fifteen 
minutes before it opened. After the 
lunch halt had been open five minutes, 
we were still alone in the car park and 
began to suspect that we may have 
been in the wrong place. 

One of our clues had read „the total 
number of birds and fishes on either 
side of the pub style sign‟. We found the 
sign and there was one large fish in the 
centre and a small bird in each corner. 
That made five; the other side was the 
same so the total number was ten. 
Wrong. The clue said on „either side‟, 
not „both sides‟ as we had calculated. 
Using a five instead of ten, the plot was 
now on the car park near the junction of 
the A4 and the A404. Fortunately, this 
was only a few miles down the road so 
we went there and found the organisers 
and about three of the other entrants. 

We plotted the clues for the afternoon 
and discovered that, of the four loca-
tions, three of them were in the vicinity 
of John and Andy. 

We visited the one location near to us 
and sat and waited to hear from John 
and Andy. They soon called us (mobile 
phone use is now allowed) and we only 



 

The Middlesex Magazine Page 9 



 

Number: 296 Page 10 

Chief Marshal‟s Corner 
I have been out of action for a while, 
awaiting an operation on my arm but 
did manage to attend the Northwest 
Stages in Blackpool. They all made 
me really welcome and I had some 
of my b&b paid for by the event, 
which was really good and well 
worth the trip up north if anyone fan-
cies a crack at it. 

Is anyone able to help out at Motor-
sport at the Palace on the club stand 
for the weekend 29th & 30th May? I 
have arranged for the club to have a 
stand for about 4 or 6 cars FREE, 
but need cars to display.  

Please contact me for more details 
(07780-761779) or email: 
pike536@btinternet.com 

The Regency Stages event , due to 
take place over the Easter weekend, 
has been postponed until 22/23rd 
October due to the venue owners 
needing more time to prepare the 
venue for the Royal Bath & West 
Show. 

On 8th May, we have our owntMid-
dleWick Stages at Woodbridge, so I 
hope to see you all there. 

Darren  

Forestry Commision - A Message from the MSA 

Dear Club Member, 

I am sure that you will already be 
aware of the coalition government‟s 
consultation paper regarding the pro-
posed sell-off of Forestry Commis-
sion land. This is a very serious issue 
that has the potential to impact on 
UK motor sport at every level. 

Motor sport needs to mobilise all its 
forces as soon as possible to urge 
the government to re-think its pro-
posals. 

We need as many people as possi-
ble not only to complete the govern-
ment‟s online consultation process 
(www.forestry.gov.uk), but also to 
contact their Member of Parliament. 
To support this, the attached briefing 
document outlines the position of 
motor sport in respect of the consul-
tation, and there is also a draft letter 

that can be used to write to the 
MPs.  

As ever, we are grateful for your 
support. Rest assured that in the 
meantime the MSA continues to 
make its case directly to the MPs, 
special advisors and civil servants 
within Westminster. 

If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 

Kind regards, 

Colin Hilton, Chief Executive 

The Royal Automobile Club Motor 
Sports Association Limited 

www.msauk.org 

(NB: The briefing document and the 
draft letter that can be written to 
your MP are on the Club website 
(www.mcac.co.uk) or can be ob-
tained from me. Tony.) 

mailto:pike536@btinternet.com
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.msauk.org/
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I’m a champion?!  It’s not official, yet, 

but after the 20th and final round of the 

2010 AEMC Sprint Championship, in 

class B8 I’m ahead of my closest com-

petitor by 104 points. 

This all started just under two years 

ago:  idly browsing in e-Bay, I saw a 

Peugeot 405 Lemans for sale with no 

reserve.  My last car in the US before I 

moved here was a 405 MI-16, and I’d 

always thought it would make a great 

car for racing.  The next day at work I 

told Chris Keys I was considering buy-

ing the 405 Lemans to go racing and 

asked what he thought.  Chris was en-

thusiastic, recommended sprinting, and 

suggested I join MCAC.  The car was 

SORN, with a handbrake failure and 

power steering leak, and was covered 

with decals from its participation in the 

Scumball Rally, but it started and ran 

well, had no serious rust or rot, so I got 

it for surprisingly little. 

Its first day out was a track day at 

Snetterton in early 2009, where it de-

veloped chronic overheating problems.  

End of track day.  Trip up 2:15; trip 

home 6:30 (and about 30 litres of wa-

ter), as I had to stop every 10 minutes 

or so, let it cool, and add more water.  

By the time I limped back home 

through north London traffic I had 

blown the head gasket.  And so I met 

Simon Galliford. 

In 2009 I ran in a few sprints, with 

stock suspension and tyres, but having 

removed the A/C and all the seats.  Lots 

The Memory of Persistence 
(apologies to Salvador Dali) 

of fun but hardly competitive in class.  

With Simon’s advice, I ordered higher 

rate front springs and GAZ adjusta-

ble shocks all around.  2010 began 

with the MCAC Brakefast, testing 

the new suspension.  Huge improve-

ment.  So I entered the AEMC Sprint 

Championship.  I bought a set of used 

Toyo 888s in late spring.  Another 

huge improvement.  Now I’m consist-

ently coming in about mid-pack in 

class.   

At the Abingdon Car-nival, I decided 

about lunchtime that my target was 

to get a better aggregate time than 

Paul Hopkinson, who was running on 

the other course all day. 

Chris came by and said that the trick 

to the final sweeping left-hander on 

the Abingdon course is being brave 

enough to stay on the throttle.  I lift-

ed off a bit in my first practice but 

stayed full on in the second practice. 

Brilliant – but unfortunately I’d gone 

perhaps a foot wide at the apex so 

dropped the right side into the grass 

at the exit, had a big slide, collecting 

grass from both sides of the track and 

went through the timing light either 

sideways or backwards.  Despite my 

best intentions, I lifted off just slight-

ly in both timed runs, so that second 

practice was my best time.  Paul’s 

combined best times totalled 118.22.  

Mine was 118.39.  But I was having 

fun, learning, and improving each 

time out.  Winning was not the ob-
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ject.  Having a grin on my face at the 

end was. 

The biggest grin of the season was at 

Goodwood.  I’d sprinted there in 2009 

with stock suspension and tyres.  With 

the new set-up, I was entering Madg-

wick corner, at the end of the front 

straight, in 4th gear, holdng a steady 

throttle to mid-way and accelerating 

out, and up into 5th heading to Fordwa-

ter.  I was also getting to 5th mid-way 

down the Lavant straight, optimistic 

speedometer showing 125 as I braked.  

Goodwood suited the car:  in long, fast 

sweepers it was balanced and great fun.  

I took more than 20 seconds off my 

2009 time for 2 laps, and although I 

was again middle of my class, I was 

faster than about 1/3 of the entries. 

For the North Weald sprint on 29 Au-

gust, I asked Chris to join me, sharing 

the car, so that I could get his opinion 

on what to do next to improve the car 

and so I could learn by comparing my-

self to a better driver in my car.  (As I 

expected, he beat me soundly.) 

We also identified my closest compet-

itors in the championship, Peter 

Thorn and his son, Barry, with a bet-

ter prepared Peugeot 205 1.9.  Barry 

typically came first or second in class 

with Peter a couple of seconds be-

hind.  Equal power, lighter car, short-

er wheelbase, LSD – the 205 has my 

405 at a huge disadvantage in a 

sprint.  But looking at the Champion-

ship standings, I realised I had been 

to more events and therefore had 

more points.  So it remained through 

September and October.  Without 

beating Barry in a single event, it 

seems that I’ve beaten him in the 

championship through sheer persis-

tence. 

I’ve still got that grin – not from win-

ning most points in my class, but 

from the fun at each event, from get-

ting progressively better, and from 

getting more out of the car each time. 

Harvey Edwards 

For Hire - On Board Camera Kit 
£35 per rally 
including DVD 

Solid state recorder and separate 
bullet camera recording onto a CF 
card so no moving parts with a 

dedicated remote control. 

Picture quality is superb and if 
you use a Peltor intercom with an 
audio feed it can record the co-
driver as well. The system can 

even display a G-force graph of 
acceleration and braking if re-

quired.  

The kit is simple to install and 
easy to use needing only a 12V 

supply from the car. 

Call Martin on 0774 
0818576 
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This year is more about evolution ra-

ther than revolution with slight tweaks to 

rules to make them clearer and some 

extra classes to encourage more com-

petitors.  

We have introduced two classes for 

'Standard Car' in the Road-Going cate-

gory running on list 1A tyres only; 

changed the capacity break point in the 

Racing Cars category and introduced a 

class for Formula Fords. As always don't 

forget the essentials like a timing strut 

and your overalls and helmet. If you are 

looking to buy new overalls check the 

Blue Book as some of the specs are 

changing for 2012.  

The Blue Book has many categories, but 

we have been able to amalgamate some 

of them otherwise there would have 

been so many classes that there would 

likely have been only one car in some 

classes. The resulting categories are 

Road-Going Series/Specialist Production 

Cars; Modified Series/Specialist Produc-

tion Cars; Sports Libre Cars and Racing 

Cars.  

Now for a few specifics for each catego-

ry  

A – Road-Going Series/Specialist Pro-

duction Cars  

Road-Going Series Production Cars are 

where the production numbers exceed 

1,000 per annum and Road-Going Spe-

cialist Production Cars are where pro-

duction numbers are between 20 and 

1,000 chassis per annum. All cars must 

compete in road legal condition, with 

reverse gear operable at all times. Seat 

belts must be at least 3 point; tyres can 

be from either list 1A or list 1B and only 

pump fuel can be used. As for engines 

Road-Going Series Production Cars the 

cylinder block and cylinder head must 

remain in the original position and be of 

the original type and material. Induction 

is free, as are exhaust systems, but must 

remain in the same capacity class as the 

original car or the manufacturer‟s speci-

fied option for the model and engine. For 

Road-Going Specialist Production Cars, 

the cylinder block and head must be of a 
make and type produced in at least 1,000 

identical units originally available through 

the normal commercial channels of a 

land vehicle manufacturer. For details on 

'Standard Cars' see Appendix 2 cars 

below.  

There are classes up to 1400cc, 1401 to 

2000cc and over 2000cc all of which ex-

clude 4 wheel drive cars and Appendix 1 

cars. 4 wheel drive cars retain their own 

class.  

Appendix 1 cars have two classes up to 

1700cc and over 1700cc, examples of 

Appendix 1 cars are – Caterham; West-

field; Sylva; Fisher; Lotus 7, Elise, Exige 

and 340R; Vauxhall 220; X-Bow and sim-

ilar  

types/derivatives of these cars.  

Appendix 2 cars have two classes up to 

1600cc and 1601 to 2000cc, restricted to 

two wheel drive using list 1A tyres. Cars 

are to be to manufacturers original speci-

fication, with modifications limited to safe-

ty items, along with replacement wheels 

and aftermarket exhausts (not manifold), 

no other modifications (body, brakes, 

suspension, transmission or engine etc) 

will be permitted.  

B - Modified Series/Specialist Produc-

tion Cars  

A Modified Limited Production Car is one 

which must have been originally availa-
ble through the normal commercial chan-

nels of the manufacturer in quantities of 
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not less than 1000 vehicles within 12 con-

secutive months (vehicles produced in lesser 

quantities may be admitted subject to the 

manufacturer obtaining approval from MSA). 

Modified Specialist Production Cars must 

have been originally available through the 

normal commercial channels of the manufac-

turer in quantities of not less than 20 chassis 

within 12 consecutive months.  

All vehicles in this category must have roll 

cages fitted, at least 4 point seat belts, only 

pump fuel is permitted. After clarification by 

the MSA reverse gear is not required to be 

operable in this category.  

The engine block must be externally identifi-

able as that fitted to the original model or 

specified option and it must remain in the 

same capacity class as the original car or the 

manufacturer‟s specified option for the model 

and engine. Additionally engines fitted to 

Modified Specialist Production Cars must be 
of a make and type produced in at least 

1,000 identical units and fitted to a vehicle 

originally available through the normal com-

mercial channels of a land vehicle manufac-

turer. Numerous modifications are permitted, 

for details see full guidance notes or MSA 

Year Book.  

Classes are up to 1400cc, 1401cc to 2000cc 

and 2001cc and over.  

C – Sports Libre Cars  

The following sub categories are allowed – 

Special Saloons, Hill Climb Supersports 

Chassis Cars, Sports Racing Cars, Group B 

Sports Cars (list of eligible cars is held by 

MSA), GT1 Sports Cars and World Rally 

Cars.  

Roll cages are required and you will need at 

least a 6 point seat belt. Reverse gear is not 

needed in this category. Methanol 

may be used instead of pump fuel. 

There are various other restrictions 

including some relating to FIA regu-

lations, please see MSA Year Book.  

There are two classes up to 1800cc 

and 1801cc and over.  

D – Racing Cars  

Roll cages are required and you will 

need at least a 6 point seat belt. 

Reverse gear is not needed in this 

category. Methanol may be used 

instead of pump fuel. The various 

dimensions are shown in the MSA 

Year Book.  

The requirements for this category 

have not changed, but the class split 

has changed to 1100cc.  

We also have an additional class for 

Formula Ford racing cars. This year 

it is open to such vehicles of all ca-

pacities and ages, but each car must 

run to the championship regulations 

applicable for the year of manufac-

ture.  

I hope that helps explain the catego-

ries in Sprinting this year. Should 

you have any questions or wish to 

take part in the championship please 

get in touch. More detail can also be 

found on the AEMC web site 

www.aemc.org.uk  

Chris Deal  

2011 HANGAR 111 AEMC Sprint 

Championship coordinator  

aemc@chrisdeal.force9.co.uk 

07833-086780  
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NEW “BLUE” BOOK REGULATIONS FOR 2011 
So far, after a quick flick through the 2011 
MSA “Blue” Book, R.47.1.1 (page 306), 
states that “Stage rally cars with a Compe-
tition Car Log Book (CCLB) issued before 
1st January 2009, and which complied with 
H265 and H266 of the 2008 regulations 
(Cat 1 stage rally cars), must comply with 
R.46.1, 48.1.1, 48.1.8, 48.1.9, 48.1.11, 
48.1.13, 48.2.5, 48.5, 48.6, 48.7, 48.8 and 
48.10 from 1st January 2012. CCLBs for 
these vehicles remain valid until such time 
as the vehicle requires a full re-inspection 
following rebuilding.” This means YOU 
WILL NOT NEED A NEW CCLB unless 
you rebuild your car but, AFTER 1st JANU-
ARY 2012, your car must comply with the 
new regulations as stated above. 
(R.48.10.6 FIA homologated and in date 
seats are the main change here.) These 
regulations are for cars like FWD Novas, 
Astras, RWD, Mk1 and Mk2 Escorts and 
4WD Subaru‟s, Mitsubishi EVO 4/5/6/7/8/9 
etc which have not had any chassis or 
bulkhead modifications from how the car 
was originally manufactured. 

R47.1.2 says “All stage rally cars with 
CCLB issued before 1st January 2009 
which complied with H267 of the 2008 reg-
ulations (Cat 2 stage rally cars) must com-
ply with R.46.1, 46.3, 48.1.1, 48.1.8, 
48.1.9, 48.1.11, 48.1.13, 48.2.5, 48.5, 48.6, 
48.7, 48.8 and 48.10, from 1st January 
2012 and must have been re-inspected 
and issued with a new CCLB prior to that 
date”. Also, these cars may not compete 
until the new CCLB is validated by the 
MSA, (R46.3.12) and that the “Cat 2” cars 
can only be inspected by Scrutineer Tech-
nical Commissioners. Sadly Richard 
Warne‟s modified FWD converted to RWD 
Mk4 Escort and Robin Wilkinson‟s space 
framed Focus falls into this category. 

R.47.1.3 says “Any stage rally cars with a 

CCLB issued before 1st January 
2009 must comply with R.48.1.10, 
(side windows if of  toughened glass 
must be coated on the inside with a 
clear transparent safety film,) and 
R.48.1.12,” (mud flaps are now man-
datory for all stage rally cars.) from 1st 
January 2011.” This regulation has 
been brought forward a year.  

There is a new regulation for ALL 
events for 2011 you should be aware 
of. A suitable Spill Kit must be made 
available at all race circuits, auto-
cross, sprints and hillclimbs paddocks 
and stage rally service areas. Also, 
for stage rally cars, R.46.1.5, all vehi-
cles must carry a small spill kit com-
plying with J.5.20.13 (page 149). 
Something else for us to check at 
scrutineering and you, the competitor, 
must have in your car and service 
van. 

If you are going to purchase a new 
crash helmet or Nomex overalls, 
please be careful when you purchase 
them. There are now a number of 
counterfeit items for sale, mostly on 
EBay. Check to make sure the labels 
on the helmet are correct, not stuck 
on with sticky tape, that they match 
up, and are in date. We have seen 
helmets, made in China mostly, 
where the labels inside the helmet did 
not match the labels stuck to the out-
side!! Also, a few competitors have 
purchased the wrong type of helmet. 
You can not use a motor cycle hel-
met (Snell M2005) or a karting hel-
met (Snell K2005) for stage rallies, 
races, sprints, hill climbs, rallycross or 
autocross, etc.  

On Nomex overalls, Sparco suits 
seem to be the popular ones to be 
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copied at the moment, look at the neck 
label. The dodgy items have a spelling 
mistake in the label embroidered into 
the neck!! Where it says “Standard 
8856-2000”, the counterfeit copies 
show “Standard 8856-200” and have 
“Manufactured 2005”!!! If the suit was 
manufactured in 2005 and you pur-
chase it in 2010/11, you need to ask 
yourself where has it been, and why 
has it been in stock so long!! I realise in 
this currant time of recession, money is 
tight, so why buy what seems a bargain 
but in reality are a danger to health and 
safety. If it‟s cheap, question why? If 
unsure, please contact me. Lecture 
over!!!! 

It looks like Proban overalls cease to be 
permitted for sprints from 1st January 
2012, S.9.2.1 (page 324). Nomex over-
alls to FIA Standard 8856-2000 and FIA 
1986 Standard will be the only suits 
permitted. 

We have been reminded by those won-
derful people at MSA towers, to make 
sure that if a competition car has HANS 
2” seat belts fitted, they can only be 
used if the competitor is using a HANS 
device on their crash helmets. Other-
wise, the HANS belts must be re-
moved, and replaced with homologated 
3” belts. You can still wear a HANS 
device if the belts are 3” wide, but make 
sure they are properly adjusted before 
you go out and compete. 

Recently, a number of cars fitted with 
roll cages that have had more than one 
bend in the front legs of the roll cage 
have been seen on events and the 
competitor not allowed to compete. 
K.1.3.1 (page 154) in the “Blue” book 
says there can not be more than ONE 
bend in the front leg. In recent years it 
has been over looked at scrutineering 

because competitors didn‟t want to 
chop into the dashboard, or it was 
forbidden to alter or modify the dash 
board because of championship regu-
lations, so the front legs of the cage 
followed the profile of the dash board. 
Over the past couple of seasons, cars 
with this type of rollcage have been 
involved in an incident and the front 
legs of the cage have collapsed. If 
your car has a rollcage with front legs 
that have more than one bend in 
them, expect to be told that you will 
need to replace the front legs before 
you can compete. Sorry, I don‟t make 
the rules, I have to apply them. 

For autocross, a few new regulation 
changes refer to juniors. N.4.21.11 
(page 216), requires seat belts to be 
FIA homologated and in date, to be 
fitted to the car to K.2.1.2 (page 158), 
four point harnesses will be the mini-
mum requirement. But I‟m surprised 
that there is no requirement to install a 
FIA seat in conjunction with the FIA 
belts!! I strongly recommend that a 
FIA seat is installed along with the FIA 
four point belts. Also, N.4.21.14 states 
that a roll cage to K.1.6.1 Appendix 2, 
drawing number 5 or 6 (page 173) will 
now be mandatory for juniors.  

Don‟t forget, if there‟s a question re-
garding your competition car, “Blue” 
book query, I will do my best to help 
you, if not, I will find out. You can con-
tact me at home, 01438 748164, an-
saphone if I‟m out, mobile, 07778 
403403 or e-mail, 
lpgerken@googlemail.com. Have a 
safe new year. 

Loyd Gerken 

AEMC Technical Representative 
and scrutineer. 
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