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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

17th June Club Night 20.30 VIDEO / DVD NIGHT. Another chance to catch up with 
the latest occurrences on the rally scene. 

24th June Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

1st July Partner’s 
Club Night 

20.30 PARTNER’S EVENING – MIKE’S MIDWEEK 
MEANDER. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us as 
we again venture outdoors in search of the answers to 
some questions around the Clubhouse, courtesy of Mike 
Cawthra. 

5th July Rally 09.00 ESSEX CHARITY STAGES. MCAC are again running 
one of the stages. If you can help on the day, please 
contact Peter Nathan on 020 8906 0803. 

8th July Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

15th July Club Night 20.30 VIDEO / DVD NIGHT. The latest happenings on the rally 
scene and from the WRC. 

19th July Autoshow 09.30 UXBRIDGE AUTOSHOW. Unfortunately, no autotests 
again this year but we have booked a stand to display the 
Club. Why not support the Club and display your 
competition vehicle. All offers of support to Brian or Kevin, 
please (see last page). 

22nd July Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

25th July Fun Run 12.00 FOTO-GEN-IC FUN RUN AND BBQ. Bring the family out 
for our annual treasure hunt around Bucking-hamshire 
and finish at White Mark Farm with a BBQ and silly 
games. Full details available later at Club and on the 

 

http://www.mcac.co.uk/


website, but make a note of the date now.  

29th July Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

5th August 
 
 

Please 

different 

Partner’s 
Club Night 
 

note 

venue 

From 
17.00 

PARTNER’S EVENING – CLASSICS ON THE GREEN. 
Tonight, following the success of earlier years, we return 
to the annual event on Croxley Green where we will have 
a display of Club member’s cars. Lots of interesting cars – 
over 2000 last year – (and a couple of pubs) to keep you 
interested for the evening. Contact Peter Nathan (020 
8906 0803 for details and to book your place  

12th August Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

19th August Club Night 20.30 VIDEO / DVD NIGHT. Catch up with the latest news from 
the WRC. 

26th August Club Night 20.30 NATTER AND NOGGIN. 

2nd September Partner’s 
Club Night 

20.30 PARTNER’S EVENING – AUTOTEST PRACTICE. An 
opportunity to show your skill around the bollards in a 
Mini. 

6th September Rally 09.00 BOMB-ALONG STAGES. Details to be confirmed 

 
Co-Drivers Wanted 

 

Two request for co-drivers – 

1 - Paul Bagnall - emperor@emperorvision.com - 

seeks a co-driver for the Rally of the Midlands on 

19/20
th

 June. His original co-driver, his father, has 

hung up his boots, because of "car sickness" on a 

previous outing!  Some financial contribution 

would be required, by negotiation with Paul.  The 

car is a 2-litre Pinto powered Escort. 

2 - James Grint - wicked.ideas@virgin.net – is 

after a co-driver who is prepared to assist him 

take a step up into the world of Pace Note 

events. James has competed in several single 

venue rallies, with good promise shown, and now 

seeks an experienced guide to help him up the 

ladder to bigger events. The car is a Mitsubishi 

Evo 4. 

Any member who feels they could assist either of 

these gents, please contact them direct.

 

Karting Evening? 
Mike Cawthra hopes to organise an evening 
karting session, perhaps in late June? at the 
Colnbrook Karting circuit, not far from 
Heathrow airport. 

There seems to be 2 choices: 

Either 

1. £26 per person, 60 lap team challenge. 2 
Drivers with swaps, Race lasts approx 50 
mins.  Minimum 5 teams, Max, 12 teams. 

Or 

2.  £50 per person, 80 lap Enduro challenge, 
you drive throughout, will be tiring. 

In both cases, you get practice / qualifying 
runs as well.  MINIMUM AGE is 16, unfair we 
know, but we don't make the rules! 

Contact Mike Cawthra (see last page) to 
express your interest. 

 

 
Editor: any volunteers?. Published by MCAC Ltd. St. Joseph’s, Heronsgate, Rickmansworth, Herts. WD3 5DF 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY AUTOMOBILE CLUB Ltd. is a member of ACSMC, AEMC, LCAMC & WAMC.
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C h a i r m a n ‘ s   C h a t 

Belated congratulations to Rob Rolston and 
Peter Cox for winning the 2008 ACSMC 
Autotest Championships (Tarmac and Grass 
respectively) – I have only recently seen the 
announcement on the ACSMC website! 

It was encouraging that around 20 members 
attended the recent AGM – but a shame that 
under half of those were not Council 
members or Vice-Presidents! However, I 
think that almost everyone that was there had 
something to say about the running of the 
Club and put forward some useful 
suggestions. Unfortunately, however, while 
there were several good ideas, there were no 
volunteers to actually put the ideas into 
practice! Andy’s draft minutes from the AGM 
are included in this issue for your information. 

As I mentioned last time, Peter Nathan and 
Pete Farmer stood down from the Council 
and we thank them for their input and 
guidance over the last few years. We hope 
their absence will be short and that they will 
agree to rejoin the Council in the near future 
as their work for the Club will be greatly 
missed. 

Unusually, we had 2 volunteers to stand for 
election and we welcome Kevin Fowler and 
Paul Duckmanton to the Council. Kevin 
volunteered for the post of Competition 
Secretary and Paul, who you may know as 
‘Langley Response’, wishes to assist Mike on 
the safety side and also, as an MSA 
approved CPO, will take on the role of Child 
Protection Officer. We thank Jon Senior for 
fulfilling that role in the past. 

One post that still desperately needs filling is 
that of Magazine Editor – if you fancy taking 
on that task we would love to hear from you! I 
have put together this issue to keep you all 
up to date with things following the AGM but 
without an editor future issues may be rather 
haphazard. If there isn’t a magazine to 
remind you, it is worth remembering that the 
first Wednesday of each month is a ‘Partner’s 
Evening’, when we try to arrange something 
non-motoring orientated, with Video/DVD 
nights or Natters on other weeks. Malc will, 
as usual, keep the website up-dated with 
future events. 

As you know, we were scheduled to run the 
Honington Stages on the 3rd May but late 
restrictions placed on the use of the venue 

meant that we could not offer the type of 
event or mileage advertised in the 
Regulations. We were unable to plan a viable 
alternative, so felt it better to cancel the event 
early rather than try to run an event that was 
not up to our usual standards. 

On the competition side, Graham and I were 
going well in San Remo when the diff failed 
about halfway through the 6th stage. We were 
lying about 12th overall, 3rd in Category and 
1st in class at the time, so were quite pleased 
that we were competitive although upset to 
have another non-finish. 

The late May bank holiday saw us off to 
Finland for the Lahti Historic Rally. As we got 
off the ferry in Helsinki, the Finish police were 
breathalysing every driver, so after I blew into 
the bag and passed, Graham drove off! They 
hadn’t noticed the steering wheel was on the 
other side of the car! 

The event was won by a certain Jari Matti 
Latvala in a MkII Escort, despite loosing 2nd 
and 3rd gears on the first stage! With a lot of 
very fast locals in the field of 95 starters, we 
managed 19th overall, 9th in Category and 5th 
in Class netting us some valuable points in 
the Championship.  

The next event in mid June is our ‘local’ – the 
Ypres Historic Rally in Belgium, so only a 
short break away for that. 

We have a stand, as usual, at the Uxbridge 
but again, no Autotest as there is no space 
available. We require Cars for the stand: 
Rally Cars, Classic Cars, indeed anything of 
interest that can be displayed.  Also on the 
wish list is any Audio-visual kit to show 
Pictures, Videos, DVDs etc.  All volunteers to 
Brian Catt a.s.a.p. please. 

We are also taking a stand at the Castle 
Coombe Rally Day (19th September) and 
require a few volunteers to assist on it. All 
volunteers to contact Darren Pike on 
darrenp@mcac.co.uk   I understand that this 
event is well worth a visit, so please combine 
a visit with a few hours work on our stand. 

This year’s Fun Run will be on 25th July – 
details available later. Watch the website. 

We are also hopeful of resurrecting the 
Bomb-Along Stages on 6th September. Again, 
watch the website for further information.

mailto:darrenp@mcac.co.uk
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W H A T ‘ S   O N  ? 
JUNE     
13th Dukeries MC Rainsworth Skoda Dukeries Rally (B) Eng 
13th Sutton & Cheam MC CAR-nival Sprint & Autosolo, (B) ACSMC 
14th Sutton & Cheam MC CAR-nival Stages, Abingdon (B) AEMC/R2009 
14th  Croft (I) BTCC 
19/20th Motorsport Midlands Trinity Hyundai Rally of the Midlands (B) BTRDA/HRCRMini 
19/20th AC Targa Floria Westhoek Rally, Ypres, Belgium (I) EHRC6/Belg 
19/21st  Donegal International Rally, Ireland (I)  
20th? Borough 19 MC Sprint, Lydden (B)  
20th Chelmsford MC East Anglian Classic Road Rally (B)  
20/21st  Mid Wales Stages (A) BHRC4 
21st IMS Ltd British Grand Prix, Silverstone (I) WC8 
23/24th  Jim Clark International Rally (A) MSA Asphalt 
24/28th  66 Rally Poland (I) WRC8 
27th Tunbridge Wells MC Sprint, Goodwood (B)  
28th Chelmsford MC Gymkhana, Woodbridge (B)  
31st  Claudy Desoil Rally, Belgium (N)  
JUL     
3/5th Goodwood RRC Goodwood Festival of Speed (I)  
5th Wickford AC Essex Charity Stages (B) AEMC 
6/18th HERO Summer Trial (I)  
9/11th Isle of Man Rally Ltd International Rally Isle of Man (I) BRC/BHRC5 
11th Bath MC Colerne Stages (B) R2009 
12th Herts County AAC Summer Sprint, Debden (B) ACSMC 
12th  Sligo Stages (A) MSA Asphalt 
12th  German Grand Prix, Nurnburgring (I) WC9 
18th  Swansea Bay Rally (A) ANCRO/MSAGravel 
18th Slaithwaite MC Opposite Lock Rally (B)  
19th  Brands Hatch GP Circuit (I) WTCC 
19th Sutton & Cheam MC Scorpion Sprint, Longcross (B) ACSMC 
19TH MIDDLESEX COUNTY AC UXBRIDGE AUTOSHOW (-)   
25th Tavern MC Keevil Stages (B) R2009 
26TH MIDDLESEX COUNTY AC PHOTO GEN-IC FUN RUN & BBQ (C)  MIDDX 
26th Sevenoaks & DMC Autosolo, North Weald (C)   
26th  Hungarian Grand Prix, Hungaroring (I) WC10 
30/2nd  Neste Oil Rally Finland (I) WRC9 
AUG     
1/2nd Brecon MC SGC Printing Harry Flatters Rally (A) BHRC6 
2nd  Snetterton (I) BTCC 
2nd Lotus MC/Borough 19 MC Sprint, Hethel (B)  
8th BARC Midlands Sprint, Curborough Long Course (B)  
9th Chelmsford MC Autocross, Sawbridgeworth (B)  
15th Southern CC Wuggin Stages, Colerne (B) R2009 
15/16th Kings Lynn DMC Richard Burns Memorial Rally (B)  
16th Sutton & Cheam MC Tempest Rallysprint (B)  
16th  Knockhill (I) BTCC 
21/22nd  Ulster International Rally (I) BRC 
23rd  European Grand Prix, Valencia (I) WC11 
27/29th  14th Rallye Alpi Orientali Historica (I) EHRC7 
30th  Silverstone (I) BTCC 

30th  
Belgian Grand Prix, Spa 
Francorchamp (I) WC12 

30th  Mewla National Rally (A) MSA Asphalt/BTRDA 
30th Sevenoaks & DMC Sprint, North Weald (B)  
SEPT     
3/6th  Repco Rally Australia (I) WRC10 
5th  Woodpecker Rally (A) ANCRO/Eng/MSAGravel 
6TH MIDDX CAC/Green Belt MC BOMB-ALONG STAGES (B) MIDDX/AEMC 
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A Day at the Races 
 

So here’s a different view on the Historic Racing 

exploits of Mr Hopkinson. He has himself written 

twice in these pages of his early efforts with his 

Alfa, then he was foolish enough to advertise for 

support in a more recent edition. So off to 

Silverstone went I, accompanied by two small girls 

as Lara had unaccountably decided that she had 

somewhere else to go that did not require small 

children.  

Given the concentration span of a three year old is 

around 12 seconds, we elected to skip qualifying 

which was late morning, have lunch on the way and 

roll up still in good time for the race. Sunday lunch 

in the pub just up the A43 from the entry turn-off 

was duly had and enjoyed. 

Now I think I’ve only ever been to two proper race 

meetings before. I’ve been to track days, I’ve been 

round Rockingham more times than the owners, I’ve 

driven parts of Oulton Park, Donington and Croft on 

the RAC rally, but because rallying has always been 

my thing I haven’t actually spectated at many races. 

I recall a Silverstone GP in the Senna/Prost era 

which was a complete rip off given that I couldn’t 

see a thing standing on a flat piece of grass (not 

banked like good old Brands) because everybody 

else, who’d clearly been there before, had brought a 

box to stand on. Spent more time in the car park 

afterwards than at the race. Then I was lucky 

enough to get a corporate ticket to Oulton for the 

BTCC many years back when I lived near that 

circuit in Cheshire. The hospitality was great! My 

recollection of the racing was that Andy Rouse blew 

everyone away in a Sierra that seemed to have a 

distinct unfair advantage over the other marques.  

So to Silverstone. Wandering through the paddock 

was a different world to a rally service area, no 

urgency, like everybody had all day. Which is 

probably because they have! That’s the thing, it’s all 

terribly relaxed. A few laps for qualifying in the 

morning, hang around for four hours, do a 20 

minute race and then amble off home. Paul says this 

is one of the things that appeals, it just isn’t stressful 

in the same way that rallying is. More social, 

everyone standing around with time to spare for a 

chat. 

Chris Keys was faithfully in attendance. When we 

wandered up he was sat in a deckchair poring over a 

laptop. Engine management adjustments? No, 

wrong era. Just plenty of time to catch up on all the 

things he hadn’t got finished during the week. The 

Alfa was sitting there ready to go. One rear wing 

featured some neat advertising stickers, carefully 

placed to cover the area where the guys had bashed 

it rather too hard with a hammer earlier and a load 

of filler had dropped out. Hands up anyone who 

hasn’t had that happen to them! No wonder the car’s 

heavy Paul!  

The only ‘spares’ visible were four intermediate 

tyres. Now these looked like the real thing, proper 

rubber. But I was informed that these were the road 

tyres. For the race one has to abide by the rules 

which involve you fitting the control tyre which is a 

cross ply. Perfect. So you fit some expensive items 

just so that your car can handle rubbish? What a 

strange game this was turning out to be! 

Paul had qualified near the back which was hardly 

surprising since the various classes allowed a 

variety of screaming Lotus Cortinas, Imps and so on 

to all be in the same race. We watched a couple of 

other races while we waited and Hazel made some 

tea. Then time for the race. As he got ready 

Annalisa wondered why Paul was wearing pyjamas 

(fireproof) under his race suit. 

We sat in a free grandstand kindly erected that very 

week ready for the British GP. Several dozen other 

such items were still under construction. Off they 

roared and quickly became quite spaced out due to 

the different pace of the classes. The Alfa was 

bound to be lapped by the quicker cars before the 

race concluded and this duly transpired. You could 

tell Paul was pushing as he arrived off the main 

straight turning into our view with a big tank slapper 

going on.  Chris was timing the laps and found that 

Paul was able to settle into a groove some two 

seconds quicker than his own qualifying pace, 

practice makes perfect. 

After the race Chris put his laptop down in order to 

put the decent tyres back on for the drive home! 

Hazel was going to drive and looked nervous 

because the steering is really heavy now with lots of 

front camber on the car. The talk with Simon (car 

preparation guru) was all about what could be done 

to develop the car. Like anything else it’s all about 

shedding weight and sharpening up the handling. 

Not much talk about horse power I noticed. If you 

could gain 2 seconds a lap just by sorting out the 

handling, then that’d be 20 seconds or so quicker on 

race time and that’s a lot. 

I’m not sure who won the race, it didn’t seem to 

matter. I think it had dawned on me that this wasn’t 

really the point. Paul was grinning from ear to ear 

from the challenge of driving his beloved machine 

around such a great race track. What anybody else 

was doing was of passing interest. I’m guessing that 

most of the competitors are made of just the same 

stuff. 

Mike, Annalisa and Natasha Cawthra 
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PJ & Bertie Go Racing - Pt 3 
 
Well here we are, after 4 rounds & almost half 
way through the 2009 season I find myself not 
only 1st in class but 1st Appendix K car & 
staggeringly 5th overall in the championship. 

This may sound impressive but believe me it’s 
down to consistency more than outright 
speed. The secret of course is to do every 
round & score reasonable points each time. 

Over the winter break the car received some 
much-needed “proper” suspension, including 
new springs, adjustable negative camber top 
arms & stiffer bushes, the difference was 
immediate. Now the car turns in well & when 
you get into an oversteer situation it is totally 
controllable. Infact, I am learning that because 
we have to use historic cross ply tyres, the 
best way to carry lots of speed in & out of the 
corners is to almost encourage the car into a 
4-wheel drift – bravery pill optional!!! I’ve also 
invested in some new tyres, which now that 
they are “run in” feel really good. 

The first round of this year was at Donington 
Pk, which very nearly didn’t happen. If you 
remember the reports in Motorsport News the 
Wednesday before the meeting they were still 
waiting for a track licence. This was due to the 
earthworks surrounding the new pit tunnel, 
which came within 20m of the track on the run 
off area between McLean’s & Coppice. If you 
did lose it coming out of McLean’s you were 
basically screwed. The MSA would only grant 
the licence by insisting there was to be a 
permanent yellow flag situation between the 
two corners. As this was my first time at the 
venue it didn’t worry me too much but some of 
the more experienced drivers were saying that 
neutralising that portion effectively ruined the 
lap. The MSA observers were being very strict 
with 1-2 drivers in every race being excluded 
for breaching the ruling. Never the less I 
finished & picked up 4 points. 

Next was Cadwell Park, wow what a brilliant 
circuit. It is very narrow, very twisty & has the 
famous mountain section; whose run off areas 
are only as wide as the car, so going off in this 
section is going to hurt. It is ideally suited to 
small, nimble sprint cars like Minis, Imps & 
Anglia’s and really doesn’t suit overweight, 
underpowered Alfa Romeo’s. Never mind eh, 
much fun was had and another 4 points 
gained.  

Next was the full circuit at Silverstone which I 
risked driving the car to. I am now gaining 
more confidence with the way the car handles. 
However I am very quickly brought down to 
earth when Simon my Alfa racing mentor tells 
me I should be taking Bridge corner flat out & 
if I let the car drift out at Copse I can take it 
with barely a lift off. Needless to say I had 
been braking before both these corners. Still 
finished with 4 points & drove home. 

Without doubt the most fun was a 40-minute 
race at Snetterton, which included a 
compulsory pit stop. Snetterton is fast & 
flowing with corners that demand bravery & 
commitment. As this was a long fast race it 
attracted some of the “big bangers”. The usual 
array of Mustangs & Jags pitched up but we 
also had the added excitement of two 1964 
Ford Falcon Sprint’s. These car were pretty 
special in their day as they were homologated 
at about 900kg with over 500hp on tap. 
Compare this to a Lotus Cortina 690kg & 
195hp or my car 950kg &165hp. Suffice to say 
at the end of the race I was 4 laps behind the 
leading Falcon.  

Chris Keys who is my pit crew & all round 
good geezer had a new responsibility for this 
race. As we had to come in for a compulsory 
pitstop I took the opportunity of allowing 
Simon the chance to drive some of the race, 
this would allow him to see what he thought of 
the car’s new set up. Chris was not only in 
charge of the very professional pit board that 
he made but also the stopwatch ensuring that 
the pitstop was within the window advised by 
race control. Once in the pit I clambered out of 
the passenger side of the car whilst Chris 
helped Simon get seated & ensured the belts 
were adjusted correctly. Simon was then let 
out onto the circuit & immediately started 
setting times around 2 secs a lap quicker than 
me, mind you he does have 20 yrs racing 
experience more than I have. We spent the 
rest of the race on the pit wall cheering Simon 
on every time he past. I must say it was a bit 
weird seeing my car racing past me. Another 6 
points. 

So this is the season so far. I am happy with 
the handling, steering & braking. My attention 
now will concentrate on making the car lighter, 
sourcing a CR gearbox & fitting a pair of 45’s 
to help it breathe better at high revs, the 
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current 40’s strangle it apparently. The best bit 
so far is that the car is proving to be very 
reliable requiring only minor spanner checks 
between races.  

There are another five rounds to go this 
season & my plan is to stay pretty much 
where I am on the tables, this simply requires 
finishing each round & getting more points, 
how difficult can it be??? 

I will do another article at the end of the 
season to let you know how I got on. 

I must finish by offering my endless thanks to 
Chris & Hazel whose help is appreciated more 
than I can say.  

All the best 

Paul

HSCC / HRSR ByBox Historic Racing Saloons Championship Points Table 2009 (as at 04/06/09) 

 

 

 

 

Middlesex County Automobile Club Ltd. 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

HELD AT 21.00 ON WEDNESDAY 22
nd

 APRIL 2009 AT GERRARDS CROSS SPORTS CLUB 

Present:- 

T Phillips (Chairman), President J Williams, Vice Presidents Mrs. C. Poxon and G. Samuel; B Catt, P Farmer, 

K Fowler, A Greenland, M Hurst, P Nathan, D Pike and 8 other members.  

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for Absence were received from Vice Presidents D Baker, A. L’Estrange and T Ryan; M Cawthra, 

P Duckmanton, M Farmer and K Phillips. 

2 MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 23
rd

 APRIL 2008 

The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 23
rd

 April 2008 were read by the Secretary.  They were agreed as a 

correct record, proposed by Mrs C Poxon, seconded by P Farmer and passed unanimously. 

3 MATTERS ARISING 

None. 

4 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS 

The Report of the Directors had been previously published in the magazine. 

G Samuel asked about membership levels, the response being 278 (260 paid up) from 287 last year. 

The acceptance of the report was proposed by J Williams, seconded by M Mansell and passed unanimously. 

5 ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2008 

The Accounts had been previously published in the magazine. 
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The Chairman reported that the Accounts had been satisfactorily scrutinised by Messrs Coopers. 

The Treasurer has reported that another £10 tax is due because of the tax rate increase to 21%. 

G Samuel questioned why the Club had purchased a stock of the Centenary Book, in view of the fact that its 

production had been undertaken independently and without the Council’s authorisation, a view supported by 

J Williams. The general consensus was that the anticipated sales of 200 were over optimistic; T Phillips 

responded that the monies were available from the underspend on the Centenary year budgeted expenditure.  

G Samuel recorded his concerns on the circumstances. 

J Williams asked why there was no income from advertising; the Chairman explained that the Barts advert was 

paid bi-annually and had not been disbursed over the relevant years.  The Breakspear PH advert was in lieu of 

payment for the trailer storage there. 

J Williams asked about garaging expenditure and reduced rent for council meetings; the rent was for the storage 

of the Club trailer and reduced rent was because of the relocation of Council meetings to Chiltern Sports Club. 

G Samuel noted that investment income would be significantly reduced this year, and asked whether the Council 

had any proposals, and also whether the club could acquire storage premises. The Council is always on the 

lookout for storage premises, but unfortunately we operate in a very expensive area. T Phillips/P Nathan had 

found some premises but they were not suitable to house ‘Donna’ and proved too expensive. 

J Williams asked what interest was being paid on investments, no answer was available. 

The adoption of the Accounts was proposed by G Samuel, seconded by J Williams and passed unanimously. 

6 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

6.1 ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 

The Council had nominated Mr J M Williams for the position of President, and with no other nominations being 

received, he was duly elected unopposed. 

6.2 ELECTION OF VICE PRESIDENTS 

The Council had nominated Mesdame C. Poxon, Messrs D. Baker, A. L’Estrange, G E Samuel and T Ryan as 

Vice-Presidents, and with no other nominations being received, they were duly elected unopposed. 

6.3 ELECTION OF SECRETARY 

The Council had nominated A. Greenland for the position of Secretary, and with no other nominations being 

received, he was duly elected unopposed. 

6.4 ELECTION OF TREASURER 

The Council had nominated M. Cawthra for the position of Treasurer, and with no other nominations being 

received, he was duly elected unopposed. 

6.5 ELECTION OF COMPETITION SECRETARY 

The Council had nominated K Fowler for the position of Competition Secretary, and with no other nominations 

being received, he was duly elected unopposed. A Vote of Thanks was made to P Nathan. 

6.6 ELECTION OF COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

Messrs R Brooker, P Brown, B Catt, M Farmer, M Hurst, T Phillips and D Pike were standing for re-election.  A 

Valid Nomination had been received for Paul Duckmanton.  As there were 8 candidates for the 15 vacancies, they 

were all elected unopposed.  P Farmer and P Nathan were thanked for their contributions to Council. R Brook 

continues as Championship Secretary.  P Farmer proposed a Vote of Thanks to Jon Senior. Messrs 

Williams/Samuel proposed a Vote of Thanks to P Farmer for his contribution to Council and the magazine, which 

was passed unanimously. 

7 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

7.1 The Chairman explained the situation regarding the quorum at Council meetings, the situation would continue to 

be monitored.  In noting the shortage on council, G Samuel commented that this was very disappointing but 

similar to many other clubs.  He suggested that assistants to Officials be used to aid recruitment to Council. 

7.2 P Nathan pointed out a proposal to financially support junior members (explained by M Hurst, the Jeeves brothers 

in Karting) had been declined by Council (because it is against Club policy/Articles of Association to sponsor 

individual members). He was also concerned at not spending banked monies which would not be earning much 

interest, eg on Club storage or even a workshop for members, and that the Club needed a drive to recruit new 

members.  He had himself witnessed a decline in the fortunes of Chess Valley MC.  J Williams asked about local 

advertising, and a discussion ensued on types of motorsport within MCAC.  G Samuel commended the efforts to 

find new venues, a process which needs to continue. P Nathan said there was an idea to make a DVD, to bring in 

new YOUNG members, and J Williams suggested cheaper membership for younger members eg under 25 years.  

M Mansell asked whether adverts and publicity could be placed at karts tracks, colleges etc. 

7.3 The Chairman explained that the proposed stage rally at RAF Honington has to be cancelled for 2 reasons – 

shortage of entries and the reduced mileage and quality of stages due to a late restriction on the available area. 

8 There being no other business, the Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

22.28. 
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Donations to Charity from Recent Events 
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Middlesex Challenge 2009 
 

After 3 events, the Valentine Scatter, MiddleWick Stages and Brakefast Autotests, the current 
standings are shown below. We have Rob in the lead simply because he has done 2 events, but 
any of the next dozen members could be in contention, as they all have strong single event scores. 
 

Name   Valentine MiddleWick Brakefast Total 

Rob Brook 81.61 0.00 95.94 177.55 

James  Betchley 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 

Simon Fowler 100.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 

Richard Upton 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Paul Bareham 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Richard Edwards 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Paul Brown 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 

Rob Rolston 0.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 

Mark Webster 0.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 

Jon Senior 0.00 0.00 99.66 99.66 

Chris Keys 0.00 0.00 96.23 96.23 

Martin Lush 0.00 0.00 93.73 93.73 

Stuart Cogger 0.00 93.32 0.00 93.32 

Chris Hedges 0.00 0.00 89.13 89.13 

Mike Trim 0.00 0.00 85.42 85.42 

Christine Wooster 0.00 0.00 76.24 76.24 

Sarah Wooster 0.00 0.00 67.07 67.07 

Peter  Farmer 64.71 0.00 0.00 64.71 

Tony Phillips 64.71 0.00 0.00 64.71 

James  Grint 0.00 10.00 0.00 10.00 

Graham Samuel 0.00 10.00 0.00 10.00 

Ross Daniels 0.00 10.00 0.00 10.00 

Peter  Cox 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

  
 

Judgement Day! 
 

Most of us read the Judicial reports in the MSA Publications to see what our fellow, but rule 
breaking, competitors get up to, but just read this.... 
 
Carl Long, a good but minor competitor in NASCAR racing in USA has just been done for having an 
engine measured as oversize.  Serves him right, you may say, but just read on. 
 
The NASCAR engine limit is 358 cu ins, and Carl's engine was 358.17 cu in.  Bringing it to our 
terms, that’s 2001cc on a 2000cc limit, so what did they do to him?  Slapped wrist, don't do it again, 
disqualified this event? Small fine? NO....read below. 
 
$200,000 fine, 12 race ban for Driver, Owner and Team Principal, 200 Owner points lost, 200 Driver 
points lost and Confiscation of the engine involved. 
 
This draconian punishment is being appealed, and a petition is being organised to help the appeal.  
Also fans are collecting money to donate for the fine.  This team is one of the small-fry in the sport, 
and it's whole being is jeopardised by this ruling.  OK by F1 standards, this is small beer, but the 
team explained that the engine was a well worn re-build that nobody thought to measure accurately, 
they just assumed it to be inside the capacity limits. 
 
With such a small discrepancy, the accuracy of measurement must be questioned, but NASCAR 
seem determined to make this a warning to all others. 


