JOHN DONALD (DON) CAISEY

(Vice-President)
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Back in March 1963 a very young Don Caisey was asked by his then boss, the late Helen Sharpe, who was already a Club member, to navigate for her on the MCAC Spring Rally.  Much to his surprise they won the event and with it the Green Trophy, but as Don was not a Club member he didn’t qualify for any award.  His appetite for rallying well and truly whetted, he joined the Club the following month and so started his relationship with the MCAC which lasted for just over 43 years.

At that time Don was working as a research chemist at Glaxo Pharmaceuticals and his attention to detail that such employment demanded was to stand him in good stead from the word go, as a navigator in the regularity events which were popular at that time.  By the end of his first season Don had amassed so many efficiency points that he was placed second in the navigator’s championship by a mere four points, being forty points ahead of the next contestant.  But in view of the fact that at that time in the Club’s history navigators did not qualify for any event award (except on very rare occasions) he ended the season without a single cup or trophy to show for his efforts.     To redress what the Committee thought an injustice in his case, he was awarded The Donegall Prize for 1964.  He continued his successes, both as a navigator and a driver, by winning the Gamage Cup (Champion Navigator) in 1965, the Bell Trophy (Champion Driver – All Events) in 1967, the Alexander Trophy (Champion Driver – Road Events) in 1969 and the Bell Trophy again in 1971.  In 1971 Don was a member of the award-winning 3-car Sunbeam Imp team on the RAC Rally and as such the joint recipient of the Kensington Cup.

Don was elected to the Committee at the AGM in 1967 and in 1968 he succeeded John Williams as the Club’s second Competitions Secretary, a position he managed with great enthusiasm until 1979 when he resigned from this key executive post on his move to ICI in Congleton, Cheshire where he continued to work in the laboratories.  

Don was elected a Vice-President in 1981 in recognition of his important and invaluable work as Competitions Secretary for eleven years.

During the time ‘up north’ he became involved in the new world of commercial computing and used his medical knowledge in assisting computer programmers devise software for the computerised medical equipment being developed at the time.  By 1988 he had returned south, taking up employment with Baker Instruments, this time working more as a software designer but still in the medical field.   On his return he volunteered to take over the Membership Secretary’s role from the late Rosemary Williams (a non-Council position at that time) and proceeded to write the software needed to computerise the Club’s membership records which he completed in May of that year, his system remaining in place until 1999.  

On his retirement in 1998, he and Sue decided to move to Gloucestershire, to be nearer his daughter Sarah and their grandchildren.  As a consequence he resigned his office at the AGM in 1999 and was presented with The President’s Award for 1998 in recognition of his 23 years of executive service to the Club.

The MCAC was represented at his funeral in Cheltenham on 21st August by Adrian & Jo L’Estrange, Christine Poxon, Graham & Pam Samuel and John Williams, as well as former members George & Lesley Fowler, George Harris & Stella Chamberlain and Derek & Irene King (with apologies from Dave Baker,  Keith Chamberlain, Mike Hurst, Tom Ryan and Anne (Ryan) Emblem).  The Club has made a donation to ‘Nature in Art’ in Don’s memory.
A keen competitor – A tireless worker for the Club – A good friend to all

The Council and Members offer their sincere condolences to Sue and Sarah in their sad loss.
