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 INTEREST RATES SET TO SOAR IN JUNE.
 The Organisers of this year’s Shell Donegal International Rally Ireland report a big increase in early enquiries for regulations for the Rally, which takes place on June 16-18th next.
Clerk of the Course Danny Gormley, who has stepped up from his role as Deputy last year, commented:
 “We have had a surprising number of phone and e-mail enquiries already, particularly from UK crews, about the 2006 Rally. This is especially so from the Isle of Mull. This may be due in part be to the interest created by Rally Ireland, which of course we fully support, but also due to the huge reaction we had to last years’ Rally.”
“I think the generous comments made by Steve Perez, coupled with his performance on the Rally, have hit a chord with UK crews. I know many want to come and have asked what result is needed to get an entry. It may help them to know that last year a minimum of a top 20 finish on a National Standard rally was needed to get you in the running. In fact, a top 16 or 17 result was needed to guarantee a start.”
“This gave us a deep quality entry, which was reflected in the spectator feedback. Some of the best action was to be found in the midfield, with the fastest rear wheel drive runners, which the spectators stayed on to watch. And with so many hard chargers in the field, we had virtually no complaints about the seeding.”
“This year the Club have modified the criteria slightly to emphasise International results, so we’ll have to see how that works out. Our draft Regulations have gone to Motorsport Ireland for approval and as soon as that happens we hope to get them get them online. We’re running a Junior Rally section again, on the Sunday this year, with the Historic Rally starting on Saturday afternoon.”
“We are in ongoing discussions with Shell and Donegal Oil about some new developments for this year’s Rally, which we’ll announce later. Our website will be updated as we go along and competitors can contact us about ordering Regulations at: www.donegalrallyireland.com”
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