Adrian Nicholas


What does it feel like to step off from the top of a cliff and try to fly away in a winged suit you’ve made yourselves? What’s it like to be in freefall at thirty five thousand feet where its more than a hundred degrees below zero and have your oxygen system fail? How do you prepare for things which have never been done before? What goes through your mind as you freefall headfirst toward earth at 300 mph with bare feet and a pair of sunglasses? What really is possible? What could you actually achieve? What are your dreams and how can you get closer to them?


Adrian Nicholas could fly. He could actually really fly.


A pioneer of human flight he holds the world records for the furthest unassisted human flight, ten miles horizontally, and for the longest freefall delay ever, four minutes and fifty-five seconds, using the remarkable Wingsuit.



Adrian was also one of the first people to learn to film while flying head down, that is head first rather than belly to earth, which allows him to move in ways that are impossible for a traditional skydiver, allowing him to follow all manner of objects through the sky.  He can move at over three hundred miles per hour. He flies alongside aircraft and has even jumped with cars.

 
Adrian skydived from a Russian jumbo jet onto the North Pole, into a Dolgan Eskimo village in Siberia, made the first skydive over the Great Wall of China and  flew the wingsuit through the Grand Canyon.

 
He represented his country at the First World Air Games, the World Games and on the Extreme Games pro Tour. Voted one of the ten Radar people of the year 2000, he also received a Royal Aero Club medal from the Duke of York, and was selected to be part of the dream team as one of the world’s most inspirational people in 2003.

 
Adrian may be best known for flying Leonardo DaVinci’s  515 year old design for a parachute, built by Katarina Ollikainen who was his life partner and who also built the wingsuit. With advice from Professor Martin Kemp at Oxford University, the parachute was constructed precisely to DaVinci’s drawings, from materials which would have been available in his day.

Professor Nick Avis and the Centre for Virtual Environments at Salford University used the project to validate their ground breaking work in dynamic modelling, which was reported in the media all over the world.

Adrian was awarded a Master of Science honoris causa of Salford University.

The parachute has since been exhibited at the Da Vinci exhibitions in Berlin, in Switzerland, at the British Library and will next year be a part of the big Da Vinci project at V&A.

He appears in the IMAX movie Adrenalin Rush

His work has appeared on virtually ever major TV network in the world , and he’s been featured everywhere from National Geographic & Time, to Hello magazine. He’s probably the only skydiver to make the front page of the Wall Street journal. The BBC aired a fifty minute documentary about Adrian’s life, as part of their ‘Extreme lives’ series this year, called ‘Lord of the Skies’, where he flies his Wingsuit from a cliff in Norway, then 850 feet and makes the first passes through the mountains of Chamonix.

Adrian spent ten years as a presenter on Capital Radio in London, where he was greatly involved with Help a London Child. Also, each year he compered the Stoke Mandeville Special Olympics. He was a great motivator when American Football first was introduced to the UK before giving it all up to Skydive full time. He said, "I gave up a great job for a great life". He worked as a presenter for Tomorrows World and Top Gear. His first book should be published next year.

Adrian is a licensed cave and technical diver, flies aeroplanes and helicopters. He has also done some rallying, circuit racing and rallycross.

He spent 6 months of the year working for the military in several countries helping to train the special forces and testing and developing new parachute equipment.

A highly trained professional, Adrian Nicholas spoke on a variety of topics illustrated by his experiences and adventures and using some mind-blowing film clips.  Motivation, Inspiration,  teamwork, leadership strategies, stress management, overcoming fear & phobia and controlling emotions, unlocking your true potential, muscle memory, he could also be an hilarious after dinner speaker.

In spite of all his achievements his highest was his daughter, Ella Amelie, who has just turned one. She brought final fulfilment to him as he shared the joys of life with her. Although he was a wrestler he had black belt in cuddling.

He is survived by Katarina and Ella, his parents Paul & Susan, brother Stephen, Sister Louise and her children Samantha, Emily & Stephen, and sister Juliet and her daughters Rosie & Heidi.

